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OMm- r rs > 4: ae — 
ter, Hale, Harlan, Houston, Kennedy, King, Seward, Sim- transmitting accounts of all disburse sts for Tr} vee . . 
io ter. is, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, || benefit of Indians ae N disburs ements for the Phe resolution was accordingly modified so as 
lan. Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—25. || BODES OF SRSIENS Curing ‘he Hace year enuing || to res d: 
' NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Bright, Clay, Clingman, Davis, June 30, 1858; which was laid upon the table and Say 
e Durkee, Fiteh, Fitzpatrick, Gree 1, Gwin, Hammond, Hun- ordered to be printed. an a = ereby, C —— of Ways and Means be, 
all ier, Lverson, Johnson of Tennesste, Jones, Maliory, Mason, | ae. LO Aes > hereby, instructed to inquire into the expedi 
dur Polk, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Stuart, and Ward—23., ENROLLED BILLS ency of preparing and reporting 6 bull, Se. 
are So the amendment was adopted. |} Mr. DAVIDSON, fi Committee on En- The question was taken on the motion to sus- 
t ot . ° } r > ihle wal “f lf + 5 : i . } pend the 1 lest a isi yr 
o Mr. WARD. Would it-be in order now to || Tolled Bills, repowled that tthey had examined and || To. 97, nbes SS eS ea 
re offer an amendment to the bill? | found -truly enrolled bills of the following titles; ayes J/, noes JS. ' 
000 The PRESIDING OFFICER »(Mr.S TUART in | when the Spe: ker sign d the same: » (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 
JU z . 7 vs . f ac A419 Re att oi oat } rules were sust : 
? Is the chair.) The Chair would inform the Sena- | . An act (H. R. No. 342) f ir the relief of John I iT suspe nded. 4 
3 : mt stio; ‘ecurre . 
as ator that an amendment is now pending, and | Campbe ll; 1 . iestion recurred on the adoption of the 
ta therefore his proposition would not be in order | An act (H.R. No. 318) recognizing the assign- . HUGHES. 
: ° , . t @ * l¢ lol \ > Sr , , 
h at this time. The amendment now before the ne nt on land warrant Not 35,956, issued to John = L\UGHES. Ir. Speaker, I wish to sub- 
a : ee 7 evia. as walid:: mit a mark or two, | 
. Senate is one submitted by the Senator from Con- avis, a valid; and ~ } k or two, but will not detain the 
ae necticut, [Mr. Fosrer;] which is, in section ten, | An act (H.R. No. v2) to continue the office Se eee Before doing so, however, 
li ts line sixteen, after the word ‘*yard”’ to insert ** or of register of the land office at Vincennes, Indiana T on ‘l ae aoekaren eee, a 
i l d * } c rll ea 1e 8 
mers such other track as the President shal! decide to CLAIM OF MASSACHUSETTS. ATy Eq] t IE . “Ml bi 2 ae 
be equivalent thereto in strength and security; Mr. CHAFFEE. | Pg Ra UNSESES y object, Mr. Speaker, in 
» in so as to make the section read: |! sent th Ul ! he fo! . a ° an | 1 tion to ea House rie to. call 
, . pitan® 2 sentorthne ouse to onler the lowing resoluti tn { ition of the use the state of » law 
the With rails of the best quality, weighing not less than Resolved, That the ¢ \ mt ll seduldin ded the:. tail 3 to the state oF Cease 
Bs seventy-five pounds to the yard, or such offrer track as the || rected to inat hat irs bet ling for the taking of the census. If that 
if President shall decide to be equivalent thereto in strength printiot t - . ae ntl Te \ ; eee is to be pursued tn the taking of the next 
or and security. ; | ere eo ee wee F —_ u t i ce} is— | hin! hati o » i 2 
and se ot l\'for the United States in the war of | 5 with Gi , = : an - I think that it ought to be —itseems 
Mr. FOSTER. Thisamendment has reference | Britain, as audited by Hon. Joel R. Pou late Sect ) me that it becomes the duty of this Congress 
: eference / ; 5 
AU T= ~< Or . . r "ors: the 1 vy t " t ° “iat y {nx 
ld to the weight of the iron. The bill, asit stands, D War; the said audit having been rey to the H ) ropriate money for that purpose under the 
, adc = , . ° ecember 23, 1837, a having | I u } fi 
lea requires the rails to weigh at least seventy-five | don of Congr eg lh . w= i: 
east , ngress, approved May 14, 1 mi . : . 
fit pounds to the yard. The —— provides || ‘ alates If there is to bea change in the law, in order 
it ; > ra sent l dla mt tems iat os ¢ bel . ow 
ie that it may be aa at or such other track (that is, | 4 Mr. EX ao - I call the attention of the gen- | to gis ime,itought to be made by this Congress, 
aie. a rail of greater or lesser weight) as the President | a, on er ee ee to the notice waich | nd a new law pass d providing for the taking of 
sir shall decide to be of equal security. | gave the other day, and under which I am con- ti eighth census; foritisa mattér thet wilt re- 
> off saleiiahenae tine as ee ee ae s “1 } 
ares Mr. SEW ARD. It seems to me the amend- straine d to — ( % tO his resoiuuon. quire ) a ble lime and ¢ lic ite onsiderable dis- 
aaa ment does not express that idea. ‘Such other | Mr. CH Ar EE. I move a suspension of th al 
ro track?’ does not seem to haveany reference to the | rules to enable mi ‘to offer the 1 solution. ‘ i of 23d®@May, 1850, the title of which 
bi i we ight of the ironin the track. Say ‘* such other The SPEAKER. “The re 18 &@ MowUoN aireacy s recited in this resolution, provides not only for 
ly weight.”? pending to suspend the ru! the taking of the ]  sevel ens Y 
“ed ght. g i taking of the last or seventh census, but for 
AV - ROSTER Jorhans — . | t tof tl} ithth . . . 
> the Mr. FOSTER. Perhaps ‘such other weight | THE EIGHTH CENSUS. that of the eighth, or any subsequent census, in 
i eg 9 esr . — t } . ° . 
E the of rail’? would be a better expression,and Imod- || yyy. PETELPS, of M 14. 1 bell \ : _ fany new law for that purpose. ‘The 
ee ify my amendment in that way. | | ha Meldesbedit nt ae zig believe th followu 1 tl tion to which I refer: 
arg Mr. SEWARD. I suggest to the honorable || fa the introduatinn af a oecletinn. T desire, t furtl I, That if 
J. It Ce ala ae Se ag for the introduction of ar ] ) i desire t ter enacted, That if yo other law 
: Senator whether it would not be better to say 2a . ’ seh Se ieee Peet » i providing tor t taking of the eighth, or any sub 
con- ‘6 such greater weicht.?’? Id t we . 7, || Make a Suggestion to the riouse.* Vy are now t { t Sinte > faaeiihien: titi 
ee I at r weircnt. do not wanta railroad | wpre } +h wee . 1 s1 : ee 1a United States, on or before the 1st 
i made of* rails weighing less than seventy-five oe 4 De ee eee ka oe fg eee t ted year when, by be 
1 by pounds t 5 the vard. | mi oi —s onversa ‘fo 10n members, 1tis pre ; aa . Se ae a — me ae 
tor : : able that neither ouse Concress will be ) ’ 7 lo be Taken, SUCH CENSUS HAH, In 
AtOrs Mr. FOSTE R. There are rails of less weight, | nical wast i es T o . wilt be Mm . be taken and completed according to the provik- 
‘ : ssk » vee hat ywever.isay? tter ’ 
ativ which, in the opinion of engineers, on a peculiar | yett 4 a t ati "er “ Pale stk tne | J Sree tag ct 
ative . . ° | eS ‘ ye determined; dpdutat nyr >the use 
construction, are equally as , , om ' Nee t seems ti 
oe no ne nse ~ it me sete ae and a a will not be in sesvion more than t Ne eck de It seems to me, therefore, that we have a law 
f é hose weig! ont ony ” aa ee ‘orce pt aki [ j 
1 not reaped é Se | There is a special order, the pension bill. in the ||" ae oviding for the taking of the eighth 
g ‘ { ‘9 ‘ aa wey We | 1 e . 
= 7 = Committee e leon the atate of the Unior census, which contains the forms of schedule and 
pears Mr. SEWARD. Very well. | mmit ee of th Whol Pha & 7 ot th { nion, everything necessary fi * the . 2 A ] 
ai M. FOSTER. TI and no other business can be considered in that ything n ssary for that purpose. All that 
; Mr. FOSTER. There will be no danger, I ar SA Cee is needec n appropriati . 
road | | a : : =? committee until the special order dd aR d of ical Lay ee ad ot money for carry- 
‘ apprehend, of the Executive selecting one of less I am very d a See sa ng itout. IL observe that the Secretary of the 
3 the rej Loew it mhs i ry desirous that the pet mn bills : : Ps , 
‘vail weight, unless it shall be shown to be abundantly Ainnowed of Si : ee eeeae. Interior asks an appropriation of $15,060, prelim 
all- a : sed of ir >that v mav act a ae an ay rk c 
rail equal i in strength and security. It seems to me it f th Ss eee Hs Ps oe inary to the taking of the next census: ee that 
yre- . oO e appropriation bills, and ta} » the Pres- 7 A at , . . 
tid is desirable, in a bill of this sort, to avoid details |! jq ail ‘neal a +3 ae eee : H, || does no ver i expense of actually taking the 
~ as much as possible on a matter of this kind; that || gasire t es ‘etd 2 lis I |} , . The following is the recommendation of 
sup- ; 5 “ E | rs e na e act on, ar the 1 S101 anpro- i Vv “is c 
ail is, that we should not tie it up to any express, yriati bill and the bill m ; sae the & etary of the Interior: 
ron precise number of pounds. | rh th Seen 6 tha Mil; pind’ -Pigh the ing er mn Ihe ution provides that the actual 
nts mm ry the supynor ea t uv A siley >for the . ion provides tia eactaunie -rati F 
‘ia 2 The amendment was agreed to. . ihe ? hs Seid Naw wall bive vise wo lea ~ srsaroa tes be ic 4 hed Stat : hall be taken at peri 
last aaa r 7 |; next year. presume they will sive rise to little || ods of every ten years, in such manner as shall be diree! 
price The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an- a a Ridiaenuabnes por en ad. Baal dete J a a ods of eve y ten years, in such manner as shall be direeted 
other ame *nt—one offere »- ; Shia venilanine ee a ee ere ee ¢ she near a ‘h of the period for taking tre 
ears. from Mas ndene nt cn olte re d by the Si nator holidays. The debate can then take place on the eighth census, makes it ine aaa ent upon Congress at this 
ratio : oe husetts, [Mr. W 1.S0N;] in the ninth || President’s annual message. With a view of || S081 Provide the means necessary for the commence 
and tenth lines of the first section, to strike out | disposing of the special order, I move that the The eee , 3.125 
en it the words sé the moste lizible route, re ference be- rules ae ousted esd that t} % . , te : , i I ; y 1 May 23, oO ons eo 
. ing 5 . : > Se ae ae cored MA resolve wanes ! , Was drawn with great care, and it requires 
iron, as co to fee asi! ility ; shortne SS, and ec onomy,”’ itself into the Committee of the W ho on th win t r law shall be passed prior to the first day of 
rd as — insert ‘* the shortest practicable route between || state of the Union wary, 160, superseding it, the Secretary of the Interior 
aie ee ls of latitude th Lirty-five and forty-two.”’ The SPEAKER. There is a motion to suspend ieee Ore census us according to its pro 
their r. SEWARD. I ask for the yeas and nays | the rules already pet » "Ph, oanetos ened cit diated eden. ond Wtan at as devised by a census 
: on that amendment. ; be oo can ee ee id of eminent men, and was the result of unusual pre 
f the whaling nn | Indiana [Mr. Hvcurs] mov 1, on Monday last, I t uti ie lt w reported to, an dadenial by, Congress after 
than M ne eee ordered. || that the rules be suspended so as to enable him || 2° most searching scrutiny and careful amendment, and 
buy r. SEWARD. That is a ve ry important || to introduce the following resolution, objection cake anaoenll Re caer bee Na Sean 
] ! i i xecution. Its schedules were ‘ , shen- 
ough amendment, and we shall not have time to discuss || having been made to it: sive; by them we not obly hacertll ved oe rember and 
ug it (ei : 5 I na t : ‘ ; y ti ve ot only ascertamer re number anc 
f the ae I move that the Senate adjourn. | Resolved. That t Cor ¢ of Wa nel Gavia character of our population, and the condition of agricul- 
Il be 1@ motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- || and th i l top and report abill || * ES», OORACLUTER, aud trade, but they also embraced 
rican journed. }| making i iat s for such ne rysum of money as within their scope the examination of many moral and 
on may, in their judgment, be required for taking the eighth ' ee facts, illustrative of the intelligence, prosperity, and 
con- enema he Sin t Se be. happiness of the people ; the duration of life, and the cause 
To 7 > a census of the United States, accor to the provisions of : D people ; the duration of life, and the causes 
them HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. the act of Congress approved May 23, 1850 A titled «A , || Of death. The value of these developments will be greatly 
} “ws 5 CHU 1 sad } neh torr tu i \ Og “= f i 
ee ee ee ee or || act providing for the ta s of the seventh and subsenn enlanced by such aniformity in future censuses as will en- 
That i Y¥, sece aber 20, 1853. cennnads oftie United Sta 1d to Siz the Bediber of the 2 to itn: titute C ) pari ( ns = xactly determine our 
ment ie House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer |) Members of tie House of Representatives, and provide for || Mrnsteess Without which the reste ee romtan ee oe 
" by Rev. T. W. Green. their future apportionment among the several States.” nificance-and interest. Although the greatest precautions 
r uF wee in yh ive been ¢ xerci ed, it was impossible to execute £0 
1ays, pe Journal of Friday last was read and ap- || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to ask my || S{¢2'.2 work for the first ine Withogs eGahe leapemeeneue, 
proved. e || colleague to modify his resolution somewhat, so which the experience of the past, it is hoped, will enable 
as to make it a resolution of inquiry inste: aa the Department to prevent in the future. To change the 
ndler, DISBBRSEMENTS TO INDIANS. pane’ i ; , Sea ss se aa juiry imstead of a |) schedules, ort s large or ae them, will but tend to 
., Fos- Th co , | solu on o pos! ive instruction. COMDAIERS oul oMicers, ane throw suspicion upon the accu- 
e SPEAKER laid before the Hou com-|| Mr. HUGHES. I have no objection to that, || MO Oe wom tion obtained. With these views, I can 
J I » otherwise than recommend adherence to the law of 


munication from the Secretary of the 


10 


7 | ° 
terior, |) sir. 


Muy 22, 1850, in the belief that a census taken in accord 
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ance with its provisions will afford the grente 
accurate information, aud prove must satuslactory 
country 


st amount of 
to the 


My obj: ctin offering 
to call the attention of the 
which I hav 
port of the Seere tary of the Int rior. I now pro- 
pose to demand the previous question upon the 
yassare of the resolution. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Il ask the geptleman from 
Indiana to withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, to permit me to offer a substitute for 


the resolution was merely 
Llouse to the facts 
presents Gs and es pe cially to the re- 


i 
hi resolution. 

Mr. HUGHES. I have no objection to allow 
the gentleman from Delaware to get his amend- 
ment pro] rly before the Hlouse. { will there- 
fore withdraw the demand, asking the gentleman 
to renew it when he shall have oilered his reso- 
Jution. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I move to amend by 
striking out all after the word ** Resolved,’’ and 
inserup follows: 

Ih we A } t or W ind Means be directed to 
ing” hut i p vot repo bill rep gull th 
pe | Ww Cx King the ceusu 
‘ i ; cul ! lo > us mili ) 
tie | | 

I now de nd tHe previou \ } 

= | ju ion Wa I l, ina thie 
m nd rd d to be pu 

Mr. PILI LI . f Mi soul I would sugray 
i 7 ei ian from Ds were, tha his 
amendn i stothe rey raliaw,l ould 
pro ly go tot Comm n the Judiciary 
Chere »be an} st y | veco the 
ongin i tion nad } i itt I e res- 
olution of th ! nan f 1 Indiana relates 
aione to making an annr pri tion, and gor 3, of 
course, to the Committee ot Ways and Means; 
but the amendment involving no appropriation, 


} : - ] , } ’ 
but providing for repe @ law should go to 


the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ift tleman from Del- 
aware will modify his re ion so as to make tt 
an addition instead of a : titute, the House 


may, perhaps, think proper to adopt both. 

Mr. WHITELEY. 1 will modify it, then, so 
as to add to the resolution of the man from 
Indiana, ** and that the y be directed further to 
inquire,’’ &c. 

Mr. KELSEY. Can that.be done after the 
previous question has been ordered ? 

TheSPEAKER., On y by 

Mr. MORGAN. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tenne 
ment is right, and [call for the yeas and nays 
upon its a ioption. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. 1 think 
hope it will not be adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Is the amend- 
ment offered as a substitute or as an addition? 

The SPEAKER. Asa substitute. 

Mr. BUFFINTON called for tellers upon the 
reas and nays. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Aereei: 
tion of the gent from 
resolution should ro to the 


} 
rent 


ree 
! 


inanimous consent. 


I think the amend- 


it is wrong, and 


wv in the 
Missouri, that my 
Committee on the 
Judiciary, | withdraw it; and will offer it as a 
distinct proposition. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 
drawal. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be withdrawn by 
unanimous consent. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHarree, 
and Craie of Missouri, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers r port d-— 
ayes 43, noes 76. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, (one fifth 
of a quorum voting in favor thereof.) 

The question was taker; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 51, nays 140; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Branch, Burnett, Caskic, Clay, Cobb, Cox, Burton Craige, 
Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, 
Ldmundson, Bustis, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Gil 
wer, Goode, Greenwood, Houston, Jackson, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Kilgore, Lamar, Leiter, Letcher, Humphrey 
Marsball, Maynard, Miles, Millson, Pendleton, Powell, 
Reagan, Scales, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Jud- 
son W. Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, 
Stephens, Stevenson, ‘lrippe, and Whiteley—5l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, An- 
drews, Armold, Bennet, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Brayton, Butlinton, Burlingame, Burns, Caruthers, 
Case, Cavanaugh, Chatlee, Chapman, Ezra Clark, John B. 
Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, 
Corning, Covode, James Craige, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, 
Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, 


sugees- 


man 


I object to its with- 


> = 


Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Edie, English, Farnsworth, 
Fenton, Florence, Giddings, Gillis, Gilman, Goodwin, 
Granger, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, 
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Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Harris, Hateh, Hickman, Hoard, | 


Hopkins, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, Jenking; Owen 
Jones, Keim, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp. John C. Kunkel, 
Lawrence, Leach, Leidy, Lovejoy, Maclay, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Mason, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward 


Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. | 


Morse, Mott, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Palmer, Parker, 
Pettit, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Phil- 


lips, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ready, Reilly, Ricaud, | 


RKutchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Russell, Sandidge, Sav- 
age, Scott, Searing, Seward, Shorter, Robert Smith, Spin- 
ner, Stanton, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Tappan, 
George Taylor, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Vallan- 
digham, Vance, Wade, Walbrdge, Waldron, Walton, Cad- 
walader C, Washburn, Etiiiu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watkins, White, Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus 
R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicotier—140, 

So the substitute was rejected. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated that his colleague 
[Mr. Goocn] had been called home by sickness 

} . . ° 

in his family, and that he had paired off with Mr. 
Stevenson, until the 3d of January. 

Mr. CHAFFEE stated that Mr. Tuayer was 
confined to his room in consequence of sickness. 

Mr. GREENWOOD made asimilar statement 
in reference to his colleatue, Mr. Warren. 

Mr. SHAW, of North Carolina, made a simi- 


lar statement in reference to his colleague, Mr. 
| 


RUFFIN. 

The question was then taken on the original 
resolution; and it was adopted. 

Mr. HUGHES moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken, and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. STANTON. I would inquire what the 
regular order of business is? Is it not the calling 
of States for bills and resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in the absence 
of any other motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STANTON. Ido not think we shall have 
another day on which the States can be called for 
that purpose, and members have many bills and 
resolutions which they wish to introduce. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


justice cannot be done. 


December 20 


ing for an investigation by the proper committee 
into the expediency of giving to the old soldiers 
who served prior to 1812 the same pensions tha: 
were given to the soldiers of the revolutionary 
war. Ata later day, | submitted a resolution jy. 
structing the Committee on Public Lands to pro- 
vide for gtving bounty land to these soldiers, and 
I simpiy call the attention of the House to these 
facts to show that it is through no new-born zea} 
with me that I stand by a bill giving pensions to 
the soldiers of the war of 1812. 

Sir, for myself I c&re not what may be the con. 
ditian of the Treasury. If the bill were just anq 
right, and worthy of passage when the reasury 
was overflowing, then itis just and right now, 
and ought now to be enacted intolaw. I do no: 
consider that it is magnanimous in the American 
Congress to admit that these soldiers are entitled 
to bounty lands and pensions, and then to make 
the plea that, because the Treasury is not full, 
They periled their lives 
in time of trial, and we who come after them are 
now enjoying the blessings which they secured, 
We owe 1 to those soldiers and to their descend- 
ants to do them justice. I would be willing to 
take such a bill, indeed, as would acknowledge the 
principle, even though my amendment and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alabama are 
not included; for, sir, if we pass such a pen- 
sion bill, while it does not provide for all the 
eases which are just and right, it will show the 
disposition of Congress and the Government to 
do justice to the soldiers of the former wars of 
the country; and at another session, as we have 
done with the bounty land law, we can provide 
for all meritorious and just cases. 

I have risen simply to say that I am for this 
bill. Iam for such a billas can pass. I have no 
local or sectional views in relation to it. I be- 
lieve itis time that this Government should do 
justice to those patriots who have served their 
country in time of peril. 1 am, if it be the pleas- 
ure of the House, willing to withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. COBB. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. DoTI under- 
stand my colleague as withdrawing his amend- 





’ 


| ment? 


I wish to revert | 


one moment to the condition of our business, in 


view of the probability of a recess of both Houses 
of Congress next week. It is desirable that this 
soldiers’ bill shouldbe disposed of, in order that 
we may be able to proceed to other business. 
Unless we go into committee, this day will be 
wasted, because any member who can get the floor 
may move to suspend the rules. 

Objection was here interposed to any debate, as 
out of order. 

The question was taken; and on a division there 
were—ayes 99, noes 77. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of te Union, 
(Mr. Elopxrns in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the 

’ 


OLD SOLDIERS PENSION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending ques- 
tion was on the following amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Cons:] 

In line nine, after the words 1812, insert: 

* The Florida, and Creek, and Indian wars of 1836, 1837, 
and 1838, and the Mexican war of 1846, 1847, and 1848.’ 

Mr. COBB. Is it now within my power to 
modify my amendment, so as to include * the 
Florida war of 1817?” 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can mod- 
ify his amendment if there be no objection. 

There was no objection; and the modification 
was made accordingly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest 
to the gentleman to modify it so as to include the 
Indian wars since the close of the war of 1812. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I move to amend, 
by including those who served in the Black Hawk 
war of 1827, 1831, and 1832. 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to say that it is not my 
purpose to trammel this bill; for I have beén, from 
the earliest moment I have occupied a seat upon 
this floor, and so the history of this House will 

, show, the friend and advocate of the old soldiers. 
If gentlemen will examine your Journals, they 
‘| will find that years ago I offered a resolution call- 


| service. 


| have fallen in battle, or b 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. 
drawn it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, 
itis the duty of this Government to provide for 
those who may become disabled from supporting 
themselves, by wounds, or disease contracted in 
the military service of the country; yet I do not 
think that it is either right or proper for this Gov- 
ernment to inaugurate a system of general-ser- 
vice pensions. It has been, as I conceive, one of 


1 have not with- 


| the settled principles of the Government to oppose 


a system of general-service pensions. It is said 
that this system was established by the act of 
1832. It was contended, if 1 am not at fault, by 
the advocates of that law, that it could be no pre- 
cedent; that such a case could never again arise 
in the history of this Government as that of the 
soldiers of the revolutionary war; and that, with 
them, the service-pension system would termin- 


| ate. 


But, sir, itis’said that other countries and Gov- 
ernments—the Governments of Europe—pension 
their soldiers, after they have rendered military 
Who are the soldiers of the European 
Governments? Are they soldiers like ours, who 
fight and defend their own firesides, and for a 
Government in which they have part? No, sir, 
they are the paid hirelings of the sovereign, who 
fight his wars, and to maintain him in power. 
Here, the sovereigns themselves are the men who 


go to the battle-field to defend their homes, their 
| firesides, and their altars. And [ venture to say 
| that there is not one man in the whole country, 


who rendered services for which provision 18 


| made in this bill, who fora moment contemplated, 
| when he went into the service, that the time was 


ever to come when he should receive a pension 
because of that service. I have acted and cooper- 
ated with those who have been in favor of pro- 
viding for the widows and orphans of, those who 
disease contracted in 
I think now that we might do much 


the servi 
iin sh our invalid-pension system. What 


| is the pension you give to a widow*who lost her 
husbagg in battle, or, after lingering years, by 
dise ntracted in the military service of the 
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country? A pension of $3 50 per month. Three 
dollars and fifty cents a month, when her husband 
had lost his life! And this bill, as it originally 
stood, ——— to give a full-pay pension for 


three months’ service. 


What, sir, is your revolutionary pension law 


now? The man who toiled in that Revolution, 
the man who fought in a doubtful cause, the man 
who fought to establish the independence that we 
now enjoy—what pension can he get for two 
years’ service? He can only receive for two years’ 
service a full-pay pension; and the full-pay pen- 
sion of a private of infantry in the Revolution is 
only eighty dollars per annum. No revolutionary 
soldier now living, or who ever lived, can get 
apension for his services unless he shall have 
proved and established the fact that he served 
six months during that war. When he has proved 
and established the fact of six months’ service in 
the Revolution, under the act of 1832, the act now 
in force, he gets but the pitiful sum of twenty dol- 
lars a year; and if he proves twelve months’ ser- 
vice, he gets but forty dollarsa year. And now, 
by the vote of this committee, the man who has 
been in service ten days is to receive a full-pay 
pension ! y 

Again, sir, there should be no distinction made 
inservice pensions. When in actual service, you 
must have your military organization; you must 
have privates—the basis of your Army—and then 
you must have the various officers to command 
and direct that force. ‘That is necessary, sir, in 
actual service. But when they have rendered the 
service, and returned to their homes, then, I say, 
thatif you are going to give service pensions, you 
should put them all upon an equality, and let 
them receive the same pensions for the same ser- 
vice. I see no reason why there should be a 
difference made between those who happened to 
be officers and those who happened to be privates. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Task for tell- 
ers on the amendment tothe amendment. I want 
to see who will stand by the soldiers of the Black 
Hawk war. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were, on a 
division—ayes 87, noes 48. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. COBB. I move now to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the words, * and all other Indian 
wars;’’ and I do it for the purpose of making a 
few remarks. 

The House will see the object I have in view 
in offering that amendment. The amendment 
which I offered a few days since, and which lL 
then discussed, provided, as | thought, for a legit- 
imate portion of the army of the Government. It 
was thought then, however, that I was acting in 
bad faith towards the soldiers of the war of 1812, 
although I stated at the time that I was not. But 
just, sir, as I was beginnirig to feel as if I was 
able to do justice to the soldier of the war of 1812, 
by paying him the tribute which he deserved, the 
hammer fell, and I was left in a very awkward 
predicament, standing, with my plumage spread, 
ready to take flight, and to ascend to a height at 
which I might have done honor to myself, if not 
to my country, your hammer, sir, fell just at that 
point, and you lost the benefit of what I was 
about to say, and I lost the benefit which might 
follow from it hereafter. Ido not propose now 
to take the flight that I then intended to take, be- 
cause, perhaps, your judgment might not be ex- 
ercised with such acuteness as it was on that day, 
and might not bring me down just before I got so 
far that [ could not come down with propriety. I 
was alluding then, sir, to the sufferings of the 
soldiers in the Florida and Mexican wars. I was 
doing it sincerely and in good faith. I had alluded 
to the bones of our soldiers that yow bleach upon 
the plains of Mexico. I had alluded to the Dade 
massacre in Florida, where there was not one left 
to tell the tale of-woe to the widows and orphans 
of those who were slaughtered. I had, sir, alluded 
to the sufferings of the soldiers of the Mexican 
war, and to the blood which baptized the banks 
of the Rio Grande, and to the disease which they 
contracted in the service, and which will follow 
them to their graves. And I was about alluding 
to the gallant Palmetto regiment from South Car- 


| to the soldiers of the war of 1812, although et 
| or some babblers, might consider that I broug 
| those matters into the discussion with a view of 


| money. 
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olina, of whom scarcely one survived to tell the 
mournful tale to the descendants they left behind 
in the old Carolina State. I intended to bring 
these matters forcibly to the mind of the House, 


| in order that they might do justice to the class 


that I represented on that occasion. I did not 
intend to be unmindful to pay my tribute of respect 


it 


defeating the bill providing for them. 


While, sir, I ask that justice shall be done to 


| another portion of the army of this Government, 


Iam not unmindful of the valor of our soldiers 


| of 1812. I have not forgotten the iron hail poured 


out by our army at the battle of New Orleans— 


| which wrung from the Old World applause such 


as had never before been heard. I was not un- 
mindful of, nor have I forgotten yet, the services 
rendered by our soldiery in 1812, in the Creek 
war, nor can I forget those who fell in that war, 


| nor the bones which now bleach upon the battle- 


fields of Taladega, Emuckfau, and the Horse Shoe 
bend. While I advocated with zeal a provis- 
ion to provide for them, not one syllable did I 
utter to detract from the standing and the merits 


| ofthe army of 1812. Sir, the achievements of our 


gallant Navy in that war, as well as those of our 
gallant soldiery, have always been pleasant themes 


| for me to dwell upon, from my youth down to 
| the present moment. 


Was | unmindful of all 
this in 1850? Sir, as early as the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1849, I gave notice tothe House that I in- 
tended to introduce a bill providing bounty lands 
for these soldiers of 1812. Was I then unmind- 


| ful of them? Sir, let the record speak, and let 


the widow who now enjoys the benefit of that act 
in her little domicile say whether I was unmindful 
of her then any more than lam now, Sir, was | 
unmindful of the widows of the soldiers of 1812, 
when, in 1853, I offered an amendment to a bill 
granting pensions to certain widows, to provide 
for the widows of soldiers who had fallen from 


| disease contracted in the line of duty, although 


they died after they left the service? Sir, | would 
not, to-day, raise my voice against one of them. 


| lam now, as I have always been, for the widows 
| of 1812. 
| soldiers of the Florida and Mexican wars. I hope 


Yes, sir, and also for the widows of the 


my amendment will prevail. 
Mr. AVERY. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, 


| (Mr. Coss,] for I do not wish to see this bill in- 


cumbered with amendments that will militate 
against its passage. I wish to say something, 
though, as to the merits of the bill. It cannot be 
expected that in the brief time allotted to a single 
member, in a debate like this, that much can be 
said; but, sir, coming as I do from a State which 


| has won for herself the proud title of the ** volun- 


teer State;’’ a State that has shed as much luster 
upon our arms as any in this Union in every war 
in which we have ever been cngaged—from King’s 


| Mountain to the gates of Mexico; a land, too, 
| where sleep the ashes of the buried chieftains of 


the war of 1812, with the rank and file who fol- 
lowed them; I say, coming from a State like this, 
with these memories crowding thick and fastupon 


| me, I cannot allow this opportunity to pass with- 


out putting upon record one poor word in behalf of 
those old soldiers of this war who still survive. 


| What, sir, is the great argument urged against the 


passage of this bill? What the great bugbear held 
up to honorable gentlemen to frighten them from 
its support? Is it that itis unconstitutional? That 
is not the argument used. Isit that the policy is 
wrong? This position I do not consider as seri- 
ously contended for. Is it that it is notin ac- 
cordance with our governmental policy? Why, 


| sir, the wise, the just, the patriotic legislation of 


the enlightened past, has lent to this policy its 
most solemn sanction. What, then, is the chief 
ground of opposition? Itis because it costs some 


in a cause like this? And who puts in this plea? 


Have the people done it—they, whose servants | 
| we are, and whose will we are sent here to exe- 


cute? Has the potential voice of an honest, a pat- 
riotic, and outspoken people come up to the coun- 
cil chambers of your Capitol, from the hills and 


the valleys and the crowded marts of commerce, | 
peateetng against this measure? This measure | 
1 


as been before Congress for years, and I have 


ee in this case ? 


| radation. 


Is this a valid argument, in a case like | 
this? Is this great Government to plead poverty, 
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yet to hear the first murmur against its passage, 


coming up from the people. The people are for 
it. Their patriotic heart beats responsive to this 
measure. It was argued the other day, by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Nicnoxs,]thathe opposed 
this bill because, forsooth, some who would be the 
beneficiaries of it are above want. Is thata good 


Mr. NICHOLS. I wish to ask the gentleman 


| from Tennessee to do me the justice to say that 


I opposed the principle of the bill throughout. 

Mr. AVERY. But I understood the gentleman 
from Ohio to urge as his chief argument, that, as 
a lawyer, he had ascertained in his experience 
that some who would be the beneficiaries under 
this bill were above want. Sir, it is not asked as 
a gratuity, a charity, but a debt. Will any gen- 
tleman dare say that it is not as much a duty to 
pay a debt to the rich as to the poor? While 
there may be some of these old soldiers who have, 
by their industry and frugality, elevated them- 
selves above want, there are many, ay, more, 
who have not been so fortunate, and whose rough 
declivity of life will be made easy by this meas- 
ure. But 1 say here in my place, that, if 1 knew 
of my own knowledge that ninety-nine of every 
hundred of these old soldiers were, by their own 
exertions, placed above the frowns of poverty, 
and the hundredth man was in the downhill and 
decrepitude of life, needy, | would still go for the 
bill. But, sir, this is not so; many of them are 
poor, and but few of them are left; they are fast 
falling into the tomb. Entering the army ata 
reasonable age would now bring them to their 
threescore yearsandten. Although, sir,as many 
(may be more) of these brave old men now live in 
‘Tennessee as in any other State, many of whom 
1 have known from my boyhood, yet, sir, | have 
to meet the first man of them who has made an 
appeal to me to support this measure. It is their 
friends, their neighbors, who know them, whose 
hearts swell with crateful recollections of their 
past good deeds, that desire its passage. 

‘As*has been ably argued by my distinguished 
colleague who reported this bill, [Mr. Savace,] 
one of two measures of policy must prevail in the 
Government: either that policy which will foster 
a patriotic, an enlightened citizen soldiery; ora 
large and expensive standing army must be kept 
up, composed of a hireling soldiery, recruited, 
too, from the sinks of vice, corruption, and deg- 
It did not take me long to determine 
which policy to favor. Adopt this policy, sir, 
and we can stand against the world. Every manis 
a soldier, high and low, rich and poor; he is proud 
to be so. Standing armies grow up each year all 
over the land; companies, regiments, battalions, 
of a patriotic and proud citizen soldiery, spring 
by magic into being, when the first rude shock 
of war is felt upon our borders, ready, ay, eager, 


| to flock to our standard wherever it floats. 


The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment, as amended. 

The CHAIRMAN. The debate is exhausted 
upon the amendment as it now stands. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I will move to amend 
by providing that the class of men included in the 
amendment shall be paid only pro rata, according 
to their term of service. 

I rise, not so much for the purpose of advocat- 
ing this amendment, as to protest in this House 
against the mannerin which this subject is treated. 
My friend from New York [Mr. Granger] and 
myself are the only men in this House who have 
the right to speak here for the soldiers of the war 
of 1812; and I appear here before you to protest 
against this treatment of those who served the 
country in that war. If they have merits, judge 
of them, and vote upon them; but we protest 
against being associated and connected in our 
deserts with men of 1840, or 1836, or 1825. When 
they have lived forty-five years from the time of 
their service, then take up their case; when aT 
have lived as the revolutionary pensioners did, 
then take up their case; but when we who served 
the country nearly fifty years ago are attempted 
to be connected with those whose service was as 
it were but yesterday, | protest against it. 

If we have merits, vote upon them, and ac- 
knowledge them; if we have not, say so. Mr. 
Chairman, we are now paying $25,000,000 a year 
for the support of the Army. When in 1812 our 
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whole arm 
armament Kad surrendered, when your now Sec- | 
retary of State was a prisoner of war, then the 
militia of Ohio and Kentucky took up the defense 
of the frontier, and they did not surrender. I say 
they did not surrender. They met the enemy, 
and the enemy were beaten back by them, when 
they had in their own possession your whole reg- 
ular Army. 

[The committee informally rose; and the House 
received a message from the Senate, by Aspuny 
Dickins, their Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a resolution providing 
that when the two eae adjourn on the 23d 
instant, they adjourn to meet on Tuesday, the 4th 
of January next; in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House. ] 

Mr. NICHOLS. I did not hear the amend- 
ment which was offered by my colleague, [Mr. 
Gippinas,] but I wish to say, in response to his 
remarks, that at least one member of this House 
has met this bill upon principle; and that one, 
myself, is willing to meet it upon principle. My 
colleague’s white hairs may appeal to me, as a 
young man, to votea pension to men who, like 
him, have rendered services in the war of 1812. 
{acknowledge the force of that appeal; I acknowl- 
edge it as strongly as any man in this House; for 
Lam, sir, when at home, surrounded by men who, 
like my colleague, rendered such services. 

But I put another question to him now. Task 
him—and I appeal to the history of the country 
to answer—if rewards have not followed those 
services as sure as the sunshine follows the night? 
My colleague is a living witness of that fact. He, 
sir, served early. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman does not 
understand my position, if he thinks we are seek- 
ing for dollars and cents. It is the pride of the 
soldier that stimulates us to ask a recollection and 
acknowledgment of those services. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I understand the force of that 
appeal also. I understand it to be the pride of 
the soldier; but I ask him whether, since hé has 
been a member of this body, the Government has 
not twice acknowledged that service in a most 
bountiful manner? 

One word as to the reward I spoke of. What 
has followed? I willtell you. The men who ren- 
dered distinguished services to their country in 
the war of 1812, where are they? My colleague 
himself is a living example of the gratitude of the 
American people. ‘Twenty years of service upon 
this floor, is a tribute of the gratitude of the 
American people, though I acknowledge that his 
position here may be partially attributed to the 
distinguished civil service he has rendered his 
country. 

Now, I cannot consent to support the principle 
of this bill, or of any such bill, for 1 believe the 
whole system has been carried too far. Our stat- 
ute books are covered all over with examples of 
legislation for the benefit of those who have 
served, for their widows and their orphans, and 
for the benefit of the heirs of those who were 
slain in battle; and I am unwilling to carry the 
principle any further. Gentlemen have said they | 
do not care what the condition of the ‘Treasury is. 
I say, [do notcare. If it be bankrupt, let it be 
so; if it be overflowing, still I will not vote for 
the principles of this bill. And | now send up 
some extracts from the report of the Secretary of 
the Interior, showing where this thing is going 
to, and what its end must inevitably be. 


«The whole number of Army pensioners, under the va- 
rious wets of Congress, is 10,723, requiring for their pay- 
ment £902,700 29. 

** The whole number of Navy pensioners is 892, and the 
aggregate amount of their annual payments is $130,501 10.” 
_ *  *  * Tt appears that the total disbursement for 
pensions up to this date is about $90,000,000. Ifto thissum 
we add the bounties ip land, 62,739,302 acres, and estimate 
that land at $1 25 per acre, the total amouut granted for 
bounties and pensions will be $162,424,.202." * * * 
annual expenditure on account of invalid pensions aver- 
aged $93,000. During the ten years succeeding 1815, the 
average Was $256,000 perannum. At the present time it 
is $145,000 per annum. This constant increase can only 
be accounted for by the peculiar provisions of the laws ua- 
der which the allowance is made. The disability may have 
wholly ceased, yet the Department has no authority, under 
evisting laws, to withhold the pension of an invalid once 
granted. 

* With a view of showing the impossibility of arriving in | 
advance at any reasonable conception of the expenditures t 
which will be required by a persion law, I will refer you | 
to the history of the passage of uwo enactments, ane of | 


‘During the ten years preceding the year 1815, the | 
| 
| 
} 
| 
i] 
i 
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eho 


at Detroit, with all its officers and | 1832, and the other of 1853, occurring more than twenty years 


apart. 

Mi On the 7th of June, 1832, forty-nine years after the close 
of the revolutionary war, ‘anact supplementary to the act 
for the relief of certain surviving officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution’ was passed. While that bill was under con- 
sideration, a committee of the House of Representatives 
went into an elaborate calculation in order to ascertain the 
number of persons then living who were embraced by its 
provisions, and the annual amount of money it would re- 
quire. The conclusion was, that the number of soldiers 
who would claim and be entitled to its benefits was 10,057, 


| and that the annual expenditure would be $907,608. On 


thiscaltulation the bill was passed. The number of claims 
filed under the law during the first year was about 25,000. 
The whole number filed under it exceeds 38,600. The whole 


number admitted was 33,414. 


** The whole amount expended for pensions in the year 
1831, was $1,281,679 71. In 1833, it was $5,100,203 97. 
The increase caused by the act of June 7, 1832, was, there- 
fore, #3,815,524 26, more than four times as much as the 
committee estimated the bill would require. 

** It was further estimated by the committee that, at the 
end of seven years, fifty-five years afierthe war of the Rev- 


| olution, there would be none surviving to receive its bene- 
| fits. Now, ifthe whole number, 10,057, which it was sup 
posed would receive pensions under this law, had lived out | 


Use seven years, it would have required $6,253,226 to have 
met its entire requirements, according to the calculation of 
the committee. But this, of course, was not anticipated, 
inasmuch as they expected that the whole number of bene- 
ficiaries would have passed a 
It is fair then to presume that one half of this amount, 
#3,176,613, was all that was expected to be drawn from the 
‘Treasury under its provisions. Twenty-six years have 
elapsed since the passage vf that law, and about two hun- 
dred soldiers are yet on the rolls, and the gross amount ex- 
pended under the act is now over eighteen million dollars. 

** On the passage of the act of February 3, 1853, granting 
pensions to the widows of revolutionary soldiers married 
subsequent to 1800, the estimate of the office was, that 
224,000 would be sufficient forthe first year. That amount, 





| however, was found wholly madequate, and the additional 


snin of $200,000 was asked for, and appropriated in the de- 
ficiency bill of the succeeding session for that purpose.’? 
Now, Mr. Chairman, let us look at the scope 
of this bill. Whatdoes itpropose? To give pen- 
sions to the privates of the regular Army, militia, 
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| reported unanimously by that committee. There 


Vy Within the seven years. | 


or volunteers who served three months in the war 
with Great Britain, declared on the 18th day of |! 


June, 1812; and to the officers, pensions accord- 


tenant colonel. And in the case of the death of 
the person who served, then the pension goes te 
those who are nigh of kin—his aon or children. 
This is the basis of the bounty-land acts of 1847 


and 1850; and we are told by the friends of this | 


bill but fifteen thousand persons are entitled to its 
benefits. ‘This will not do, sir. Why? 


see. 


Let us | 


a 
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are one or two amendments which, in my judg- 
ment, would be advisable; yet | am still willine 
to take the bill as it stands, if I cannot have it 
made to suit my own peculiar views. 

I now move to strike out the enacting clause 0 
the bill, with a view of having the bill reported 
to the House. 

Mr.GARTRELL. I hope the gentleman wi! 
not press his motion at this time. I have an 
amendment which I wish to offer and have voted 
upon by the committee before that motion jg 
pressed. 

Mr. BURNETT. I would like to yield to the 
gentleman; but we have had this debate going on 
at the last session and the present session, day 
after day, and there certainly can be no more liglit 
shed upon it. I am satisfied that the friends of 
this measure will give the gentleman an oppor- 
tunity to offer his amendment in the House, and 
therefore 1 must insist upon my motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I desire to offer 
an amendment to the second section before that 
motion is made, and I hope I may have an op- 
portunity of doing so. 

Mr. JEWETT. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw it for the pres- 
ent; but shall renew it soon, if I can obtain the 
floor. 

The question being upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio, 

Mr. GIDDINGS withdrew the same, there 
being no objection. 

Mr. CURRY. What is the pending proposi- 
tion? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Coss.] 

Mr. CURRY. Is it in order fer me to make 
a speech of five minutes in opposition to it? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been ex- 


; ; t ) || hausted on the amendment. 
ing to their grade, not exceeding the pay of a lieu- | 


Mr. CURRY. ‘Then 1 move to include * the 
Creek and Cherokee disturbances. ’’ 
Mr. Chairman, I conceived it to be my duty at 


| the last session to oppose this bill, and in my 


In 1855, on the 26th of February, the pension 


office reported to this House that there were issued 


oo 


under the acts of September 28, 1850, one hun- | 


dred and twelve thousand one hundred and fifteen 
forty-acre land warrants, fifty-eight theusand nine 


hundred and eighty eighty-acre land warrants, || 


and the number of one hundred and sixty acre 
land warrants are not reported. Let gentlemen 


| pause before they enter upona field the boundaries 


of which are so illy defined. Where is the sys- 


| tem to end? 


Mr. BURNETT. 
I propose to make is parliamentary. I[ desire that 


this measure shall soon be disposed of in some | 


way. I suppose it will not be necessary for me 
to speak of zeal for the passage of this bill. The 


gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss] claims to | 


be a great friend of this bill, and seems exceed- 
ingly anxious notonly for the soldiers of the war 


| of 1812, but for those engaged in all wars subse- 


quent to that time. I must be permitted to say 
to him upon this occasion, that his zeal for the 
bill is beyond his knowledge. I mustbe permit- 
ted to say to gentlemen who claim to be friends of 
this measure, that, if they understand the senti- 


ments of this House, they will agree with me | 
that the numerous amendments proposed to be | 
| put upon this bill, and the numerous amendments 
voted for by the opponents of this bill, must en- 
| sure its defeat in the House. 
cme who have offered amendments have 


I do not doubt that 


one so in good faith; but, sir, when those amend- 
ments are adopted, who vote for them? Gentle- 
men of this Elouse who are opposed to the pas- 
sage of any bill for the benefit of the soldiers of 
the war of 1812. That fact has been shown by 
every vote which has been taken by tellers. Now, 
I hope that the friends of this measure—those 
who have been in good faith struggling for a pen- 
sion for the soldiers of the war of 1812, will vote 
for the bill with only such modifications as are 
absolutely demanded, and recommended by the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. The bill was 


I believe the motion which | 


| speech I presented a certain table, or rather con- 


clusions drawn from that table, showing the 
amount involved in this pension bill, as calculated 
by the Commissioner of Pensions, to be some- 
thing like eleven million dollars per annum. That 
table having to some extent been called into ques- 
tion, I have procured an additional table from the 
Commissioner of Pensions, which is as follows: 
TaBe D.--Showing the force employed in the war of 1812 

alone, for a period of three months or upwards, and the 

gmoont of pensions involved by tie provisions of the House 

uh - 

Non-commis- 











Officers. sioned officers. Privates. 

Three months’ service.. 8,098 14,676 102,868 
Six months’ service..... 4,118 7,516 52,133 
Nine months’ service... 190 334 2,096 
Twelve months’ service 344 866 5,936 

|| T'wo years’ service..... 862 1,532 31,028 
13,612 24,924 194,060 

crmmnintetip mupgruneet> eeetbet 








Amount of Pensions involved. 
Field officers andcaptains, 3,490, $40 per month, $157,600 
First lieutenants.......... 3,024, 30“ 90,720 
Second lieutenants....... 3,024, 25 75,600 


| BAUM cccccs ccccscccesee Ce, Oe Ue 60,480) 
LL. See 300, 40 66 12,000 
Surgeons’ matesS.......+ 300, 40 66 12,000 
Sergeants... ccesesccecoes 12,468, 11 & 137 ,082 
| Corporala....eccccosseses 12,462, 10 & 124,620 
| Privates .....cccccece cece 194,000, 8 S 1,552,480 


_—_——_—— 


Monthly amount for whole force........0++. $2,222,582 





Monthly Annual 


amount, amount. 


Three eighths of which would be $833,468 25 $10,001,619 


| If to this be added the amount of 


pension for Navy and marine 

corps engaged in1812, being five 

sixths of force calculated tor in 

SUE. Bt oh ane0ks.009094000 0<hice 
- 


1,075,680 
$923,108 25 11,077,299 

Or, amount involved in granting pensions under the House 
bill tor military and naval service in war of 1812, g1 1,077,299 


89,640 00 








| per annuin. 


Of course, sir, this estimate must necessarily, 
to some extent, be conjectural. I will read, how- 
ever, an extract from the Commissioner’s letter, 
explaining the table: 

‘From an examination of the warrants issued under the 
various acts of Congress, it appears that 279,920 out of whe 


‘ 
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whole foree engaged have received land. That isa propor- 
tion of nearly one half. But in view of the lapse of years, 
the rapid decrease in the number of the parties, as shown 


T co aia daealeds 
| There has been an argument submitted here by 


1858. THE CON 


| the enemies of this bill, and which has pointed to 


py the failure of 11,660 out of 59,360 to apply for the com- || 


plement of bounty land, it may be safely assumed that not 
more than three eighths of those who served will become 
applicants for the benefits of those bills.’’ 


The estimate, as I have remarked, must to some 
extent be conjectural; but still it approximates | 
the truth. 
Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that a misappre- 
hension exists in regard to the number of soldiers 
who were actually engaged in the war of 1812. 
| will give oe number. There were total 
militia engaged in the war for three months and 
over, 199,174; add the regular force, 33,422, and 
we have the total of regulars and militia, 232,596. 
Add the marine and naval force, which is also 


and naval force engaged in the war of 1812, who 
served three months and over, is 250,242, entitled, 
under the bill as reported by the committee, to a 


sioner of Pensions, and estimating that five eighths 
are dead, then there are stil] 93,840 left of those 
who served three months and over, who are en- 
tiled to pensions under this bill; making, accord- 
ing to the amendments which I understand my 
friend from Georgia [Mr. Garrre tr] will offer 
—that is at ninety-six dollars per annum each, 
and not discriminating between officers and sol- 
diers—the amount involved over nine million dol- 
lars. But an amendment which the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Burnett] objects to—the 
amendment of my friend from Tennessee [Mr. 
SuitH]—reduces the service to ten days; and if 
you add three eighths of those who served ten 
days and over, there will be 196,000, at ninety-six 
dollars per annum each; and $18,000,000 per an- 
num would be the amount involved under the bill. 
Suppose you take even one fourth as the propor- 
ion now surviving: then the sum required for this 
bill, under the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, would be $13,000,000 per annum. 


To show that there is little certainty in calcu- | 
lations made by the friends of the bill, I propose | 


to refer to a few statistics in reply to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, who found such a similar- 
ity between my speech and the speech of a former 
gentleman from South Carolina, and which speech, | 
I confess with some shame, I never saw until my | 
attention was called to it. That gentleman [Mr. 

SavaGe] states that in 1818 the friends of the bill 


estimated the probable amount of expenditure | 


under it at $120,000 per annum. From the report 


of the Secretary of the Interior, now before me, | 


recently submitted to the Senate, I find that the 
appropriations for pensions ran up from $710,000 
in 1818, to $3,208,302 71 in 1820. The annual 
report pf the Secretary of the Interior states cer- 
tain facts, which show the inaccuracy of calcula- 
tions made by advocates of pension bills, and the 
impossibility of arriving at ** any reasonable con- 
ception of the expenditures’”’ which will be re- 
quired under such bills. 

On the 7th of June, 1832, forty-nine years after 
the close of the revolutionary war, an act for the 
relief of surviving revolutionary soldiers was 
passed, a committee of the House of Representa- 
tives, after an elaborate calculation, estimated 
10,057 persons as entitled to the benefits of the 
bill, and $907,608 as the amount required. ‘ On 
this calculation the bill was passed.’? The whole 
number admitted was 33,414, and in 1833, the 
amount expended for pensions was $5,100,203 97. 
The increase was four times the amount esti- 
mated. [Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CURRY. I will take another five minutes 
to conclude. 

Mr. JEWETT. Mr. Chairman, it was not 
my purpose when this bill was reported from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions to address the 
House on its merits; but after the scenes of last 
Friday, when the subject was last up, I have felt 
it to be my duty to offer a few observations in 
defense of this measure which has received the 
unanimous sanction of a committee of nine mem- 
bers of this House; and I do so by way of reply 
to the arguments which have Geert advanced 
against it. A Representative of the American 
people, in regard to a matter of great interest to 
the country, ought to be in a condition calmly 
and dispassionately to consider the report of one | 
of the standing committees of this House, rather 


a settled hostility against the principle of pen- 
sioning worn-out soldiers. The argument of the 


| gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Curry] runs upon 


that line; apd such was the argument of the gen- 
tleman fro®@ Ohio, [Mr. Nicuoxs,} who led off 
when the case was last up before the House, and 
who has spoken again this morning. He based 


| an argument upon his practice at the bar, an ar- 
| gument founded on his own experienge, an argu- 


ment which was ed hominem in its character, and 


_ to which no gentleman can reply. 


If the gentleman from Ohio has any disposition 
to perfect the bill, or is not actuated by settled 
hostility against it, why did he not come forward 


| with a proposition to exclude the millionaires he 
provided for in this bill, and the total military || 


referred to as having taken bounty land under our 
bounty land laws? Is it any reason against the 
merits of the bill; is it any against the great prin- 


| ciple aimed at by the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
pension. Taking the calculation of the Commis- | 


sions to relieve the poor soldiers of the country 
and their widows and orphans from want and 
penury, that there are some patriotic citizens of 


| the gentleman’s district, worth from five thousand 
| to om thousand dollars each, who took bounty 


|| land under our bounty land laws? It is noargu- 


| ment against the principle of the bill; nor, sir, 


are the calculations of the gentleman from Ala- 


| bama based upon the number of men who served 


for ten days and over, any good reason against it. 

Mr. CURRY. No, sir; my calculations are for 
those who had served for three months. 

Mr. JEWETT. The gentleman made the ar- 
gument upon fourteen days also, if 1 understood 
him aright. 

Sir, there is but one argument that has ever 


| addressed itself to my mind against the bill, and 


if that argument can be fairly and fully met and 
answered, it is the bounden duty of this Con- 

ress to see to the wants of these soldiers. I 

ave heard it said, and with seeming force and 
effect, that there was a contract expressly be- 
tween the soldier and the Government, that he 
would serve the Government for eight dollars a 
month. Sir, if that argument were sound, and 
the contract were valid, I would vote against the 
bill; but there was no contract express or im- 
plied. It is true you have your law which pro- 
vides that the soldier may volunteer to serve the 
Government for eight dollarsa month. He may 
enlist. But suppose he does notenlist: then you 
draft him, and you force him to serve your Gov- 
ernment at the price stipulated by the Govern- 
ment, and to which he is bound to accede. Do 
you tell me that an enlistment of this kind, with 


| a statute staring a man in the face, telling him in 


lain language that if he does net enlist he will 
e drafted—that this isa contract which excludes 


| the soldiers from coming to the Government and 


asking for full compensation for the services ren- 
dered? Sir, the bill is not entitled as it ought to 
be. It ought to be, a bill to pay the old soldiers 
a long-deferred and honest debt. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CURRY. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I offer an 
amendment to include in this bill the soldiere of 
Wayne’s war; and I doit only for the purpose of 
making some remarks on the merits of the bill 
under consideration. 

I did not intend, Mr. Chairman, to say any- 
thing with regard to this bill. I intended to ex- 
press my views by simply casting my vote in 
favor of the bill granting pensions to those gallant 
men who fought the battles and achieved the vic- 
tories of the war of 1812. Sir, it did not seem to 
me thatit needed any argument to bring the mind 
of any gentleman to this conclusion who had read 


| the history of that memorable contest, whieh, in 
| some respects, may be called the close of the strug- 


gle for American independence. When I remem- 
ber their services, and when I see many of them, 
now in their old age, pinched by want and living 
on the charity of the world, I feel that I would be 
doing injustice tomy own conscience to withhold 
from them the small sum necessary to smooth 
their pathway to the grave. The gentleman from 


| Alabama [Mr. Curry] has made an argument to- 


day, in which he urges objections similar to those 
urged by him during the last session. He comes 
with an array of figures, showing the enormous 
amount of money involved in the passage of this 


than to look to an effort ridiculing their labor. || bill. This was the substance of his labored speech 
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| defeated finds favor with me. 








| posterity will take care 
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during the last session ef Congress. He does not 











| show that the bill violates the Constitution, or 


that the policy isa bad one. His plea is simply 
that of the debtor who complains, not that the 
debt is unjust, but that it is too large. Sir, I do 
not propose to ask myself how much it will cost 
to do these men of 1812 justice? In coming to ey 
conclusion I have inquired, is it constitutional, 
is it just, is it sound policy, to take care of the 


old men in their declining years, who left the com- 
| forts ofhome to engage in a war waged to defend 


the honor and preserve the rights of your flag? 
Having answered these questions satisfactorily to 


| my mind, I did not inquire how much it would 
| cost to do it. 


Some gentlemén, who pretend to be friends of 
the bill, have introduced amendments which, l 
believe, were not offered for the purpose of pro- 


| moting the success of the measure, but for the 


purpose of its destruction, There are two ways 


| to defeat measures here. One is by an open, bold, 


and manly opposition, That method of defeat- 
ing a bill I can respect, even though the measure 
Nay, sir, I can 
admire a bold, frank, and generous foe. But, sir, 


| I confess that I have no fancy for that other 


method, that assassin-like way of pretending 
friendship, mainly for the purpose of more effect- 
ually destroying a measure of proposed legisla- 
tion. Gentlemen may aver 8 this floor that 
they are the friends of this bill; they may in- 
dulge in loud declamation, glorifying the men who 
fought the battles of the country, but they shall 
be judged by their acts and not by their words. 
The people, whose servants we are, will know who 


| the real friends of the bill are, and who are the 


enemies, concealed though they may think them- 


| selves. 


I say, sir, that it is a proper and a wise policy to 
grant pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812. 
The fathers of the Republic did not consider ita 
dangerous policy; nor did they stop to count the 
cost to grant pensions to the gallant men who 
foucht the battles of the Revolution, and achieved 
American independence. 

Amendments have been offered and speeches 
made, endeavoring to show that the men who 


| have been engaged in all the other various wars 


of the Republic are equally entitled to pensions. 
I say, sir, that the cases are entirely different. 
The men of 1812 are now old, tottering, sir, upon 
the brink of the grave; most of them are in 
needy circumstances; many of them actually in 
want, living upon the cold charity of the world. 
Their time on earth is short, at best; and my ex- 
perience does not accord with that of the gentle- 


| man from Ohio, [Me. Nicnoxs,] who thought that 


most of them were in easy pecuniary circum- 
stances. 

I agree with my colleague, [Mr. Avery,] that 
if I knew of but one single instance of a man who 
had performed valuable services in that war, 
whose poverty made him an object of this bounty, 
against many who did not need it, I would not 
withhold my vote from this measure. And, sir, 
when in the course of time the soldiers of our 
other wars may be placed in circumstances sim- 
ilar to those surrounding the men of 1812, should 
I be in public life, 1 would also be found ready to 
do them justice. At any rate, I doubt not that 
them. 

I do not agree with the honorable gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Curry,] as to the amount 
of money it will require to carry out the pro- 
visions of this bill. 1 think he has greatly over- 
estimated it. I believe that the figures of my col- 
league, [Mr. Savace,] who reported the bill, are 
nearer cofrect. And yet, sir, efen did I agree 
with the gentleman from Alabama, I would vote 
for the bill. 1 am of opinion that my friend from 
Alabama is honestly a friend to economy. Iam 
a friend to economy. My record shows it. I 
think it quite as good as the gentleman’s or any- 
body’s on that question, but economy does not 
require injustice. There are thousands of ways 
in which we can exercise sound and practical 
economy. I will go with my friend in any of 
these; but I will not refuse the full share of jus- 
tice to the men who defended our shores against 
a hostile foe, who spent their youth in the service 
of the country, and who, when they have grown 
old and infirm, come and ask their children for 
the small pittance.which this bill proposes, where- 
with to keep them from penury and want. Sir, 


i 
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I will vote for the measure, and if I err, I shall at 
jeast have the consolation of having erred in behalf 
of humanity, in behalf of nfen whose valor shed 
glory upon the American name, and left their 
Children an imperishable renown. I will now 
withdraw the amendment which I offered. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object to its 
withdrawal, as I propose to say a few words in 
opposition to it. I do not propose at this time to 
make any argument upon the bill, but simply to 
state my position in very few words, not occupy- 
ine the five minutes to which I am entitled under 
the rules. 

I should be in favor of what I should regard as 
a just and proper bill, granting pensions to the 
soldiers of the war of 1812. For a bill which 
would place the soldiers of that war on the same 
footing as the soldiers of the revolutionary war, I 
would cheerfully vote. But, sir, | am opposed to 
the discrimination which this billmakes. Under 
this biil, as reported by the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, not only every soldier who served in 
the war of 1812, but every soldier who served in 
the Indian wars will be entitled to a pension of 
ninety-six dollars a year for a service of three 


months, while no soldier who served in the revo- || 


jutionary war for a period of nine months, or 
eleven months, was entitled to receive more than 
twenty dollars a year. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Let me call the attention of 
the eentleman to this distinction. ‘The soldiers 
of the revolutionary war received their pensions 
thirty years after their services were re¢ ndered, 
whilstit is now forty-three years since the soldiers 


of the war of 1812 rendered their services. | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Yes, sir; but || 


that difference of time is not sufficient to make 
this great difference in the pensions that should 
be allowed them. The soldier in the war of the 
Revolution, who served eleven months, was en- 
titled to receive only some twenty dollars a year, 
for, if L recollectaright, six months’ service during 
that war was the shortest period for which a pen- 
sion was allowed. For one year’s service twice 
that amount was allowed; for two years’ service, | 
eighty dollars; and, for service during the war, 
ninety-six dollars a year was allowed. And, sir, 
it seems to me that it would be invidious and un- 
just for us to grant pensions to the soldiers of the 
war of 1812 for a shorter term of service than the 
soldiers of the Revolution were granted pensions 
for. If we doit, you may depend upon it, Mr. 
Chairman, this House will be besieged with pe- 
tiuons that will be ultimately successful to place 
the revolutionary soldiers and the heirs of revo- 
lutionary soldiers upon the same footing as the 
soldiers of the war of 1812. 

For these reasons, and beli®ving it is sufficient 
for us now to accord to the soldiers of the war of 
1812 the same measure of justice that we have 
dealt out to the soldiers of the revolutionary war, 
whilst [should vote for a bill containing these pro- 
visions, I shall not be able to vote for this bill, un- 
lees it shall be amended so as to conform to the 
revolutionary pension law. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I withdraw 
my amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move, merely || 
for the purpose of offering one or two remarks | 
upon the bill, to increase the amount one dollar 
amonth. Ido not kagw, Mr. Chairman, that 
there is any gentleman In this House whose con- || 
stituency is more directly interested in this bill, 
than that which I have the honor to represent. 
If promptness in volunteering ata time when their 
service was sure to be needed, and that service of || 
a dangerous character, or if heroism in the dis-.} 
charge of duty gan entitle to a pension, I am not 
aware that there is any portion of the people of 
the United States who are better entitled to a pen- 
sion than that portion whieh I have the honor to 
represent. 

But, sir, it is because | owe a duty to the coun- 
try, as well as to those whom I mére immediately 
represent, that I desire here explicitly to state my 
views upon this bill. 

My objection to the bill is not because of its 
details; not because it includes one class of sol- 


ciers and excludes another; it is not because three 
months’ 


service entitles under one form, and ten || 
days enutles under another form, but my objec- 
tion goes to the whole principle of the bill, 

I take it, sir, that military service is not paid 
by the eight dollars per month; I take it that it is i 
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| rate, and statesmanlike argument of the gentleman || 
from Alabama, {Mr. aes Ea he has laid me 
| under additional obligations 

| which he has made to-day. 
_ presented reasons which, if there were no other | 





| can sustain a system like this if it should be in- 
/ augurated. Whatever, therefore, my constituents 





| acknowledged the services of the soldiers of 1812 | 
| by liberal grants of bounty lands, and the people 


| vating them to places of honor. 
| gentleman whose touching appeal I listened to | 


| who have not, to be paid by the blessings of the 


| from Maryland [Mr. Davis] has stated, that the 


| which they have rendered; but this is not the case | 


| compensated by money, is a proposition which | 


/and has been so happy as to live in honor and | 
| health for forty years beyond the period of his | 


| lision with France and England, and in that event | 
no President would venture to recommend calling 
| at once into the field less than two hundred thou- | 


| laying down a system of pensions for the past, | 
} and that the future is to be treated on different | 
| principles ? 





not rendered on a contract; no man admits that || 
the money which feeds and clothes him pays for || 
military service. 1 suppose that when a man vol- 
unteers in the ne service of the country, he 
merely discharges a duty resting on him. It is 
a bounden duty which he owes to his country to | 
render the service. It is equally tha@uty of the 
country to support him while engaged in that 
service; beyond that the country owes him no 
debt but honor. 

If he shall be wounded in battle or broken down 
by exposufe or disease, if he shall in any manner 
become less able to support himself in the service 
of the country, then it is the duty of the country 
to see that he is well cared for. To that extent 
I am willing to vote for any pension law; but to 
pension a man merely because he has rendered a | 
service which he owed to his country, a service 
which he owed to his family and which he owed | 
to himself, and which he would scorn to treat as 


cannot support. Because a man was not hurt, | 


service, lregard as oe ground fora pension | 
atall. Sir, | had reflected litle on this subject 
until, at the last session, I heard the able, elabo- 


y the observations 
The gentleman | 


reasons to be urged, should, in my opinion, be 
sufficient, in a legislative point of view, to determ- || 
ine this House against this bill. } 

j 


The number of men employed in the last war | 
is as nothing to the numbers which must be em- | 
ployed in any war in the future. Events now 
transpiring in the Gulf may bring us into a col- || 


sand men. In such an event, will any man tell 
me where the money is to come from to pension | 
all these men? or will it be said that we are only 


Sir, no Government,with the wealth of England | 
and France, or the combined wealth of Europe, | 


may think about it, however they may be inter- 
ested, | owe it to the country, and to those who 
earn the money to be paid out under this bill, to | 
oppose this measure. The country has already | 





have acknowledged the services of many by ele- | 


The gray-haired | 


this morning, has been honored long by a grate- | 
fal constituency for his gallant service in the war 
of 1812. Our people are not an ungrateful people; | 
they have been cager to seize upon every oppor- 
tunity to elevate to places of public trust, men for 
their heroism in the service of the country. The 
presidential chair has been againand again graced 
by the greatest military men the country has ever 
ywroduced, from the days of the immortal Wash- 
ington, and he included in the list, to the present | 
time. I say there is no ground to impute any- 
thing like want of gratitude to this people; but in 
dealing with financial matters they must do that 
which is possible; they must do that which even 
the wealthiest nation cannotgo beyond, take care 
of those who have been injured, made decrepit, 
and broken down in the service, and leave those 


health and lopg life which God gives them. 
Mr. SAVAGE. It is true, as the gentleman 


people are generous and just. They very often 
permit those who have served them faithfully 
upon the field of battle to serve them in the coun- 
cils of the nation. Many men have been so for- 
tunate as to be fully and overpaid for the services 


| 
with all. There have been examples, such as in | 


, pls 
the case of the gentleman from Ohio who just | 
addressed the House, [Mr.Grppin@s,] where men 
who have served their country honorably upon 





| the battle-field have been well rewarded for their 


services; but then there is a much larger class of 
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mankind in humble circumstances, born to toil: 
men without whom the world would be poor in. 
deed; not the great men of the earth, not the dis. 
tinguished, not the rich, not the talented, but the 
humble, who, after an honest and industrious life 
find themse'ves going down to the grave in pov. 
erty, want,and neglect. It is to provide against 
this poverty and want, by the bounty and gener. 
osity of a great people, that this bill was intro. 
duced; not to care for such people as the gentle. 
man from Maryland speaks of; it is not for those 
who have talent and power to work themselves 
up to high places; it is for the farmer, the me- 
chanic, and the poor, but honest and true hearted 
man, who dies happily when your flag triumphs, 
who has no other fice except the glory of this 
great country; these are the men whom this bill is 
to provide for. I am not astonished that the 
gentleman from Maryland should oppose this bil] 
and manifest no sympathy for the class of men 
for whom it provides; he is indebted to his abili- 
ties alone for his seat upon this floor; but ‘‘talents, 
though angel bright, when wanting worth, are 


| shining instruments in false, ambitious hands, 


to render faults illustrious and give to infamy re- 
nown.”’ 

Now, Mr. Chairman, upon this question the 
statistics which I have exhibited to the House 


| controvert, in the strongest terms possible, every 


allegation brought by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama. I hold in my hand the message of the 
President of the United States, giving a commu- 
nication from the Commissioner of Pensions, com- 
municated in accordance with a resolution of 
this House, adopted at the instance of the Mili- 


| tary Committee; but there are no conclusions to be 


drawn from that document, such as were stated 
by the gentleman from Alabama. 

I say again, it will be found from the report of 
Mr. Calhoun, contained in volume 2, page 280, 
of the American State Papers, that the pay of all 
the forces employed in the war of 1812, amounted 
to $12,000,000. Look at that document, and then 
gentlemen must see that the calculations presented 
by the gentlemar from Alabama, [Mr. Curry,} 
as furnished him by the Pension Office, are to- 
tally unreliable. It 1s impossible that both those 
reports can be true. It is shown by Mr. Cal- 
houn’s report that the pay of all did not amount 
to over $12,000,000; and yet, after nine tenths of 
them have died, it is contended that they will re- 
ceive an amount only $1,000,000 less than the 
sum they received during the whole war. 

I will say, further, that I carefully examined 
the tables, with the aid of a clerk, for weeks, and 
I could only make out that there were one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight thousand men who served 
the period of three months, The report which 
we expressly requested from the Pension Office 
avoided the point on which we expressly asked 
information—that is, as to the number who served 
three months. They avoided that point; and 
hence, I say, the authority of the Department can- 
not sustain the facts endeavored to be established 
by the gentleman from Alabama. 

The question recurring upon the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Maryland— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, withdrew the 
amendment, no objection being made. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of offering in the 
House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the five minutes’ debate allowed by the 
rules of the House, on House bill No. 259 terminate in 


twenty minutes after the same shall be resumed in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. SAVAGE. I wish to say to the gentle- 
man from Indiana that there are three amend- 
ments which ought properly to be made to this 
bill—one offered by the gentleman from Georgia, 
and two which I, myself, think are necessary to 
perfect the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The resolution would not 
prevent the offering of amendments; it will only 
preclude debate upon them. ‘ 

Mr. SAVAGE. If I understand the resolution, 
then, it takes the debate out of the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and throws 
itinto the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman does not 
properly understand the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I understand that, 
under the rules of the House, my resolution will 
not cut off amendments which gentlemen may de- 
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sire to offer to this bill. Its effect is to cut off '| some appropriate reward at the hands of the || for the purpose of stating my objeetions to cer- 
debate, and Sonny facilitate action on this bill. |! country which they served so well. 
. I would suggest to the gen- || 


Mr. HOUSTO 
tieman fram Indiana, that if he wants to end this 
debate, if he will call upon the Chair to execute 
the rule requiring each member to debate the pre- 
cise amendment, this debate cannot be spun out 
to any great length. He had better do that than 
attempt to cut off debate entirely; therefore, I hope 
he will withdraw his motion, and ask the Chair to 
enforce the rule. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
the resolution. 

Mr. GOODWIN. 
withdraw the motion, and allow me to offer an 
amendment to the second section of the bill. 

The question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

~The question recurring upon the amendment of 
the gentleman from Alabama as amended, 

Mr. COBB demanded tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and BRaNcH were appointed. , 

The committee divided; and the tellers reporte 
—ayes 64, noes 60. 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 1 desire now to offer the 
amendment of which I gave notice a few days ago. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have an amendment 
to come in before the gentleman’s. I have been 
waiting to offer it for some time. Iam a friend 
of the original proposition properly corrected, and 


have therefore withheld my amendment until the | 


amendments embracing within their range all the 
wars which have occurred since 1812 have been 


discussed and acted on. I have not been favorable | 


to any of these amendments, because I believed 
they were calculated and intended to defeat the 
rroposition before us, and were unsustained by 
iigh considerations which commend the original 
bill to our adoption. I havean amendment, which 


I now offer in good faith, and which I hope the | 


House will unanimously adopt. Itis as follows: 

Insert after the amendment just adopted these words: 
“or in the war under the command of General Anthony 
Wayne, against the Indians, in the years 1793 and 1794, 
commonly called ‘ Wayne’s war.’ ”? 

I must say, Mr. Chairman, that I had some 
doubt whether I ought now, in the present state 
of the bill, to offer that amendment; but I sup- 
pose it will be ene when the House 
comes definitively to act on the bill, to retain my 
amendment, and to reject, as in my opinion they 
ought to reject, all those which have been already 
adopted. ‘There dwell, sir, a few straggling old 
men in the State of Kentucky, some of whom have 
frequently appealed to me to procure for them the 
relief which was due to them from their country. 
But under no existing law have they, the survivors 
of that most gallant band who, under Wayne, 
won for this Union an empire, been provided for. 
They do not come under the provisions of the 
law granting pensions to those who served in the 
revolutionary war; nor, indeed, do they come 
under the provisions of any law passed since: 

Itis, perhaps, not generally known that when 


y : oeerg i 
we made the treaty of peace with Great Britain, | 


in 1783, there was no provision including within 
its stipulations the Indian allies of that Power; 
and that, in consequence of this omission, upon 
the confines of Ohio and Kentucky, especially the 
latter, a most ruthless and bloody war was waged 
by those Indians, resulting in the massacre of 
between two and three thousand of the women 
and children of the State of Kentucky. One or two 
attempts were made, first under General Harmer, 
and then under General St. Clair, to chastise 
these Indians as they deserved to be; but they 
were unsuccessful. General Anthony Wayne 
(Mad Anthony as he was called) was placed in 
command of a sufficient force of Ohio and Ken- 
tucky militia. The Kentucky troops were under 
the command of General Scott, afterwards Gov- 
ernor of that State, and amounted to about six- 
teen hundred men. 
band, under the command of these heroic lead- 
ers, Wayne and Scott, marched through a track- 


less and inhospitable wilderness for the purpose | 


of chastising, as they did most successfully chas- 
| 


tise at the memora 
those bands of indians who had been so long 
depredating upon our people and massacreing our 
women and children. No soldiers suffered more 


orfought more bravely, and they ought to receive 
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IT do not withdraw | 


I hope the gentleman will | 


This gallant and patriotic | 


e battle of Falling Timber, | 





It has al- 
ready been too long delayed, and I ask that they 
|| shall be placed upon the same footing as those 
|| who have since fought our battles. I am per- 


} 


|| suaded that there is not a friend of this bill, ora 

|| friend of that justice we ought to extend to those 

|| who havediiithfully served the country in its hour 
of need, who will not vote for the amendment. I 

} have nothing more to say. 

| Mr. KEITT. Mr. Chairman, I appreciate 
and admire the zeal and earn®stness which char- 
acterize the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
SavaGe] under whose auspices this bill has been 
conducted. The general pension systemis at all 
times, in a Government like ours, demoralizing. I 
listened to him attentively, and the only conclu- 
sion I could draw from the tenor of his remarks 
was that the Government presented itself in two 
aspects: First, that of war; and second, that of 
distributing alms to those who have carried our 
flag. The policy of a country, sir, should always 
be dictated upon the necessities of peace; but there 
areexceptions. I hold this general pension sys- 
tem to be against the very genius of the Republic. 
It is but a substitute for a standing army; and 
who advocates a large standing army? It is de- 
moralizing, because it spreads inevitably the in- 
fluence of the Government through all the ramifi- 
cations of society. It isnot sointended; butthe 
inevitable effect of this measure is to create a class 
of legionaries who shall look only tothe Govern- 
ment. 

We have been told, sir, that some men here and 
there, for brilliant services, have been taken and 
elevated to power, and we must hunt out the 
poorer men from their obscurity, and, although 
we can give them no cross of honor, we must 
give them bread. Why, sir, do we not all know 
that a-year ago, when the Government asked for 

|| troops to go to Utah, almost one hundred thou- 

sand volunteered? Did not Kentucky herself vol- 
| unteer to send six regiments, and was not the 
| President assailed because he did not take them 
all? Was it nota struggle of emulation among 
those companies which of them should be re- 
ceived? 
the soil was fading away? Does it look as if it 
was necessary for the Government to pay these 
subsidies to men for cArrying our flag? “These 
men, on the very terms and conditions of the 
contract, were benefited by the service, or else 
they were animated by a patriotism which needed 
no pecuniary advantage. 

How was it in the revolutionary war? Does 
not every man upon this floor know that many 
of those brave and gallant men—ay, the bravest 

\| of them, who, as the gentleman from Tennessee 


has said, met the baptism of battle,and were willing 


| to find their country’s flag their winding sheet— 
repudiated the whole system of pensions, and 
said it was contrary to the genius of our Govern- 
ment? Did not the most gallant of them decline 
to take the pension? Is it not very well known 
| that the young wives of many of them—women 
|| who had married them in their old age—after the 
deaths of their husbands, took the pension, al- 
though their husbands had protested against it 
on their dying beds? Is there a necessity for sub- 
| sidizing—I will not use the word—for pensioning 
those who carry our flag? Has there been, in the 
| history of the Government, a moment when the 
| citizen soldiery of the country were not ready to 
defend the rights and honor of the Republic with- 
|| outa pension? Sir, I said it was against the ge- 
| nius of the country; for I say that the people of 
|| this country should defend their flag and their 
|| Government just as a monarch defends his crown. 
|| The institutions of the country are theirs. They 
| are fighting not for alien interests, not in a for- 
eign cause, but they are fighting in defense *of 
|| their homes and firesides, or in defense of their 
| flag carried abroad. Do these men need pensions? 
|| Have any of them ever asked, when going abroad, 
what they were to get when they came back? 
Have any of them ever required that this Gov- 
ernment should be converied into a stupendous 
almshouse, from which they were, in after life, 
| either for seeing the enemy or for not seeing him, 
to draw pensions? 

| [Here the hammer fell. ]} 
Mr.MAYNARD. I moveto amend the amend- 
i| ment by adding ‘‘the soldiers in the war with the 


'| Barbary Powers.”’ I offer the amendment chiefly 
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Does this look as if the patriotism of 
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| tain arguments addressed to our consideration , 
| such as that which we have just heard from the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Kerrr,] and 
| such as those made by the gentleman from Al- 
| abama, (Mr. Curry,]and the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Davis.] I took occasion, at the 
| last session of this Congress, toexpress my views 
| briefly on this general subject, and I shall not 
| deem it necessary, now, to recapitulate them. But 

I confess it has required some self-constraint on 
my part, to sit and listen to some things addressed 
to us by gentlemen, by honorable, able, and dis- 
tineuiahon gentlemen. I think they do them- 
selves injustice. 

Why, sir, we are told by the gentleman from 
South Carolina that a pension system is impoli- 
tic and injudicious, as though it was now pro- 

| posed to establish it forthe first time. ‘The pen- 
sion system is one that has been recognized from 
the very earliest period of our Government, and 
indeed it was recognized before we had a Govern- 
ment. And it is, in my estimation, in no small 
| degree owing to the fact that we haveestablished 
| that policy asa part of our military system, that 
| we see that eagerness and promptitude on the 
| part of our young men, in their pride and chiv- 
alry and gallantry—uncaring what shall befal 
them in after life, to rush forward to the defense 
of our country, and which was manifested so 
conspicuously twelve months ago, on the occa- 
sion alluded to by the gentleman from South Car- 
| olina, [Mr. Kerrr.] The argument to be drawn 
| from experience, | think, wholly sustains the 
system, now so well established and so long in 
operation. 

Again, we are told by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Curry] that there were, I think he 
said, 250,000 men engaged in the war of 1812; 
| that three eighths of them still survive; and that 


| to pension them would cost the Government an- 


| nually from nine to eleven millions of dollars. 
| Mr. CURRY. Allow me to correct the gen- 
tleman. The total force engaged in that war, in- 
| cluding the militia, the regular Army and the 
| Navy, was 522,747. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. I misunderstood the gen- 
tleman’s figures, but I rejoice that the number 
| was even greater than [ had thought. It speaks 
| well for the patriotism and gallantry of our fathers; 
| and I rejoice if there are so many of them alive, 
as he supposes—a much larger proportion, how- 
ever, than, I am afraid, the facts will warrant. 
| But is that any reason why we should neglect 
| them? Itis no reason, tomy mind,why we should 
| turn upon them with ridicule and sneers and de- 
| rision, and exclude them from the same boon and 
benefit which we have conferred on other men 
who, like them, were engaged in the service of 
their country. Ten millions out of an annual ex- 
| penditure of more than eighty millions! And 
$80,000,000 for what! T.eok around this Hall; 
| look around your Capitol; go to your navy-yards; 
go to your fortifications; look to your jobs and 
| your contracts; go to your printing office; and 
count up the items that make up this $80,000,000; 
| ponder them well; and then go home and tell 
| your constituents that our Government is so poor, 
that there is so little money in the Treasury, that 
| you cannot pay the old soldier for his services, 
| rendered, perhaps, before you were born. Go 
| to the country with thateargument; address it to 
| the people, and let them hear it; and when the 
old soldier comes halting up, diseased, decrepit, 
| and haggard; his"youth and his health and his 
buoyant hear® given long ago to his country; 
ay, and asks for a tardy payment of the debt 
which you owe him, tell him that you cannot pay 
him, for you have to give the money away to a 
shoal of pets and favorites for gewgaws, ** chips 
‘| and whetstones,’’ and Heaven knows what be- 
| sides. 
| But my distinguished friend from Maryland 
'| [Mr. Davis] puts the case upon another ground; 
| he raises another objection to the pension system. 
| He says that this thing of fighting for the country 
| and defending it is a matter of duty. So it is; 
| but is it the duty of one man to the exclusion of 
| his neighbor? Is it the peculiar duty of the sol- 
dier, to the exclusion of him who stays at home 
| and tills his ground, or attends to his merchan- 
dise? Why, the defense of the country is the 
| common duty of all. While that is so, it is equally 
'| the duty of the Government of the country to see 
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fortable support that otheremployments w 
erally s% cure—lI « ty it is the duty of Gover 
ment to see that those 1 i} are . 4 le . 
with no provision for t rsur . The dat 
are reciprocal—the duties of the cit n er to 
the Government, and the duty of the Gov ment 
to the soldier. Iam « tto y matt 
on the high ground of duty {3 t; duty to 
the men who have periled r liv 
of their country,and hay fiered 1 ns 
privations fatal to many of their comrades; d 
astrous tothemse it ‘ my ¢ pie ~no 
a dictate of duty th i \ i i us 
to gee that they |] no reason to 
the services from wl! have gained so much 

{Here the} mer f 

Mr. BRANCH. As tl is the only day 
week when resol ns « of 
suapensi yn of the 
of busi which 
desire to ti sact, al 
day, I move, for the 
men to have an « 
tions, under ul 
committ ado V1 

"The motion v 

So the comm 
resumed the chair, t Ir. | 
reported that the ¢ on 
tate of the Union ie a ’ ) fs | 
the Union ! y ( | 
especially é 
and soldiers of the war of 1e]2 i had come to 
no resolution ther 

ADJOURNMENT OVER Ti IOLIDAYS 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 1 ask the « 
Llouse to take u ! nit 
for a temporary ¢ 

Mr. CURRY, Mr. MORGAT 
jected. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Im 
House be su per li l, fol Line | } Of taki 
up the resolution. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kent v. | would 
inquire whether that 1 lution « t come up 


to-morrow, atter the m I 


The SPEAKER 


first co to the busine 

Several Mempers called fox reading of the 
joint resolution. 
~ ‘The joint resolution wast 1. Itprov s that 
when the two Ho ‘Cc rn on 
"Thursday, the 23d t, they tom 
on ‘Tuesday, the 4th . Jani vy ; 

Mr. JONES, of T » Ea 1 inquire 
of the gentleman from | t 
purpose to amend the reso y ine the 


time for which tt is proj d : 

Mr. PHILLIPS. It is not. ‘Lhe resolution 
will, however, be in t ! ion of the House 
if they shall suspend the 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, | 
the power of the H t mend the 1 lution. 
] hope the rules will be § : 

Mr. STANTON called for the y nd nays 
on suspending the ru 

The yeas and nays w 


99 


The question was taken; and it @as decided in 

the negutive—yeas 122, nays 75; ' 
YRAS—Meesrs. Abbott, Adrain, Ali. A . Andrews, 
Arnold, Avery, Barks« , Ber tt. | ’ . Bishop, 
Blair, Bliss, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Burlingame, Bu 
nett, Burns, Caruthers, ¢ a ( nan, Hon 
ance F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Cia Lb. « } 
Cochrane, Corning, Covode, Cox, ! ! (ra vior 
Curtis, Davidson, Davis of Ma wid, Davis of Massachu 
evtts, Dimmick, Edmundson, Eb) t, Eustis, Featon, Fior 
ence, Foley, Garnett, Gartre!!, Gillis, Gilmer, Gregg, Grow, 
liarris, Hatch, Hawkins, Hickman, Horton, Howard, Uns 
lor, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, Owen Jones, Keim, Keitt, 
Kellogg, Kelley, Kelsey, Kilgore, Jacob C. Kunkel, Lamar, 
Lawrence, Lovejoy, Maclay, McQueen, Mason, Maynard, 


Miles, Edward Joy Morris, Oliver A. Morse, M , 
Nidlack, Nichols, Palmer, Peyton, William W. Phelps, 
Phillips, Potter, Potle, Powell, Reagan, Reilly, Ricaud, 
Rabbis, Russell, Sandidg 
ton, Robert Smith, W 


tt, Murray, 


. Savage, Seott, Shorter, Single 


im Sui, Stephens, stevenson, 


William Stewart, Talbot, George Taylor, Thompson, 
‘Trippe, Underwood, Val digham. Waldron, Ward, Cad 
walader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash 


burn. Watkins. Whiteley, Winslow. Woodson, Augustus 
R. Wright. John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—122. 
NAYS—Meesrs. Atkins, Boeock, Brayton, Buffinton, 
Clark, John B. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, 
ig, Curgy, Davis of Indiana, Davis of 
Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, 
j worth, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Goode, 
a \ 1, Groesbeek, Lawrence W. Hall, 
i rd, Hopkins, Houston, Hugheg, George W. 
each, Leidy, Leiter, Lerch) Humphrey 
Viarshall, Miller, Millson, Moore, 
a \. Morris, Parker, Pendleton, Pettit, 
; idy, Roberts, Royee, 
v, John Sherman, Spinner, 
. Tappan, Tompkins, Vance, 
m, White, and Wortendyke—74. 


suspended, two thirds 






re not 
1 there or. 
} call of the roll, 
MITEL, of lino 


detained from the House 


to reconsider the vote 
riving the House 
f adjourning, if they shall think 


I mov 


| move to lay the motion to 
wir. LLUGHES. The gentleman has not the 


R. The Chair cannot entertain 
» reconsider. ‘The motion to sus- 

one which can be repeated an 
number of times; and a motion to re- 

uld t fore not be in order. 

We can reach 
»w, if the majority 
, by calling committees for 
then going to the business 
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ini rLIENS, of Georgia. 


very ¢ iy to-morri 


ISION OF THE RULES. 

WINSEOW, from the select committee 
el} ’ es] y 1 
the rules of the House, made 


recommitted to that com- 


l ¢ icre l i { printed. 
VISION OF PATENT LAWS. 
Mr. STUART, of Maryland. I have a prop- 
to. to the LLouse, to whic I suppose” 
no « tion. The committee of 
[ had t honor to be chairman at the last 
( tteeon Patents—after a care- 
matter, submitted a bill to 
lio for amending the patent laws. It is 


| in w ‘ party is interested more 
} another, but it is one in which the whole 
try is inte) 1. Itis not a bill which is to 
ey f » Treasury. The objectis to 
e Pi t ¢ e aself-sustaining establish- 
Ti nendments necessary to be 
1 t bureau accomplish the ends for 
, itv ( ned My object, however, is | 
now to diseuss the bill, but to ask the House 
toa rn a particular day when it may be taken 
1 ld sed. lL hope, therefore, the House 
nt to make this bill (H. R. No. 68) a 
cial order; and I suggest, if it will suit the 


have made. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


to 1 King it a spec 


of the House, that it be made the 
rder for the 4th day of January, which is 
irrow two weeks. I make that motion. 


e that bill was reported to the House some 


mendments have been suggested; and I desire 
t those amendments may be printed, so that 


[louse may have the whole subject before 
m when the bill comes up under the motion I 
} 
I have no 
tion to the printing of the bill, but I object 
ial order, 
M 
special order in the present posture of the 
usine 
he amendments as the gentleman desires. 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I 
k the consideration of the bill will occupy 


nuch time, 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I objectto making | 
I have no objection to printing 


do not 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The ee is | 


ibout to lose two weeks by adjournment over the | 


\olidays, and we will hardly have sufficient time 
o transact the public business. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I do not be- 
ieve that the bill will consume over two hours. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
ate. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
f the resolution. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish simply 


I object to any further de- | 


3, stated that his col- 
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to state that there is some doubt as to our reach. 
ing the Senate resolution in the morning hour to- 
morrow. It did not occur to me that there jg 
a special order to-morrow. I make this remark 


that the House may not be misled by what I saiq 
before. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I move to 
suspend the rules, to enable me to introduce my 
motion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I would suggest to 
the gentleman from Maryland that, if he will give 
way, and allow me to offer a resolution, he wil] 
reach the object he has in view. It is a resoly- 
tion providing that the States shall be called to. 
morrow for resolutions and bills. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. This bill was 
reported at the last session. It is one of the first 
bills now on the Calendar. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon my motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rules was not agreed 
to. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Mr. STANTON asked the unanimous consent 
cf the House to introduce the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish to the House the following statements, to wit: 

1. A statement of the aggregate amount of imports from 
Great Britain to the United Stites, as shown by the United 
States custom-house returns, for each of the following years, 
namely: 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, and 1857. 

2. A statement of the aggregate amount of the exports 
from Great Britain to the United States, for the same years, 
as shown by the British eustom-house returns. , 

3, Similar statements of the aggregate amount of imports 
from France to the United States, as shown by the French 
and American custom. house returns. 

1. Astatementof the quantity and value of iron and man 
ufactures of iron imported from Great Britain to the United 
States for each of the same years, as shown by the United 
States custom-house returns. 

5. A statement of the quantity and value of the same ar- 
ticles exported by Great Britain to the United States, for the 
same years,as shown by the English custom-house returns, 

6. A statement of the quantity and value of silks, wines, 
and distilled liquors imported from France to the United 
States for each of the same years, as shown by the United 
States custom-bouse returns. 

7. A statement of the quantity and value of the same 
articles exported from France to the United States for the 
same years, as shown by the French custom-house returns. 

8. If the English and French custom-house returns, for 
all the years mentioned, are not immediately accessible to 
the Department, the Secretary will furnish the foregoing 
statements, for the last five confecutive vears, which the 
data within his reach will enable him to make. 


Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire of my friend 


‘from Ohio, if he has any idea that these tables 


can be made and furnished to the House? 

Mr. STANTON. They can be prepared by 
six hours’ work. I have looked over the statis- 
tics myself, and know what they are. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. STANTON moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

The rules were suspended, (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof.) 

Mr. STANTON introduced the resolution, and 
called the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


SALE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. GOODE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following joint resolution; which was 


| read a first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on Commerce: 

Joint resolution to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to sell a certain plat of land in the 
city of Petersburg, Virginia, belonging to the 
United States. 


RECESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS——AGAIN. 


_ Mr. KEITT. As my friend from Georgia [Mr. 
Stepuens| has suggested probable difficulties in 
the way of reaching the Senate resolution for ad- 


| journment during the holidays, I now move to 


I object to the introduction || 


take it up for consideration, and if there is any 
objection to it, I shall move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. CHAFFEE. I object. 
Mr. KEITT. I move to suspend the rules to 
enable me to make that motion. 
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“Mr. BARKSDALE. Will the gentleman yield || Mr. HUGHES. Satisfied, sir, that the House 


to me a moment, in order that 1 may introduce a 
ill for reference only? 

“ Mr, KEITT. I will with pleasure, if I do not 
| - my right to the floor. 

' The SPEAKER. It has been the practice of 
the House to do anything by unanimous consent, 
hut the Chair cannot conceive how the gentleman 
fom South Carolina can yield to the gentleman 
from Mississippi, and yet retain his right to the 
foor unless by unanimous consent. The Chair 
would also say to the gentleman from South Caro- 
jina, that the special order which is in force oper- 
ates only in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. KEITT. Let us settle the matter at once. 
There may be other business to-morrow to crowd 
this question from consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Isthere objection to the pro- 
position that the gentleman from South Carolina 
yield the floor to the gentleman from Mississippi, 
jor the purpose of introducing a bill? ~ 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. KEITT. Then [insist on my motion that 
the rules be suspended for the purpose of taking 
up the Senate resolution for the adjournment over 
holidays. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is it in order to renew that 
motion when it has already been voted down ? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is of the opinion 
that it is in order to move a suspension of the 
rules as often as gentlemen may see fit. The re- 
jection of the motion to suspend is not a decision 
of the question. The very reason which induced 
the Chair not to entertain the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hueues,] proposing to 
reconsider the vote refusing a suspension of the 
rules, would indicate the opinion of the Chair that 
it was in order to renew the motion fora suspen- 
sion As many times during the day as gentlemen 
can get the floor for that purpose. If that were 
not so, the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
would have been in order. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. CURRY moved that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn; there being, on 


> 


th 
ii) 


a division, only fifty-nine ayes, noes not counted. 


Mr. HUGHES. Isitin order to move that we 
proceed to the consideration of the business upon 
the Speaker’s table? 

TheSPEAKER. Itisnot. The morning hour 
has not yet commenced. 

The question was taken on Mr. Keitr’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the aflirmauve—yeas 
129, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Abbott, Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, An- 
drews, Arnold, Avery, Barksdale, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Bryan, Burlingame, Burnett, Burns, Case, Cava 
naugh, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark 
B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Corning, Cox, Burton Craige, 
Crawford, Curtis, Davidson, Davis ot Massachusetts, Davis 
of Iowa, Dick, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Eustis, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, 
Gillis, Gilmer, Gregg, Grow, Robert B. Hal!, Harris, Hatch, 
Hawkins, Hickman, Horton, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, 
Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, Owen Jones, Keim, Keitt, Kel- 
loge, Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Law- 
renee, Maclay, McQueen, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, 
Edward Joy Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nib- 
lack, Nichols, Palmer, Pendleton, Peyton, William W. 
Phelps, Phillips, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Reagan, Reilly, 
Ricaud, Robbins, Russell, Sandidge, Seout, Seward, Shorter, 
Singleton, Robert Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Ste- 
phens, Stevenson, William Stewart, Talbot, Thompson, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vallandigham, Waldron, Ward, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, 
Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—]29, 

NAYS — Messrs. Atkins, Bocock, Brayton, Buffinton, 
Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Cobb, Cock- 
erill, Colfax, Comins, James Craig, Curry, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dean, Dewart, Dodd, Dowdell, Dur- 
fee, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Goode, Goodwin, Granger, 
Greenwood. Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, Hoard, 
Hopkins, Houston, Knapp, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, Letcher, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Isaac N. 
Morris, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Ready, Royce, Scales, Henry 
M. Shaw, John Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, James A, 
Stewart, Tappan, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Walton, 
and Wortendyke—61. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules 
were suspended. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. MORRILL stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Davis, of Maryland. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I am 
against the resolution, and shall not vote for it; 
but I will vote now to suspend the rules in order 


that the House may have a direct vote on the 
question. 


wants a direct vote on the question, | vote “ ay.”’ 
Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. I vote ‘* ay” in 


‘order that the resolution May come up, and be 


{ 


{ 


| Keitt, Kellogg, 


adopted or rejected on a direct vote. : 

Mr. KEITT. 1 call for the previous question 
on the adoggon of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. KELSEY. Is it in order to amend the 
resolution, and make the adjournment over for a 
shorter time? 

The SPEAKER. 
has been ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 94; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Andrews, Ar 
nold, Avery, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, 
Bonham, Boyee, Branch, Bryan, Burlingame, Burnett, 
surns, Case, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, 
hrane, Corning, Cox, Burton 


Clark B. Cochrane, John Coc 
Craige, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Edmund 
Fiorence, 


son, Elliott, Eustis, Fenton, 
Gilmer, Gregg, Grow, Hatel, Hawkins, Hickman, Horton, 
Howard, Huyter, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, Owen Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore, John C. Kunkel, 
Lamar, Lawrence, Lovejoy, Maclay, MeQueen, Hum 
phrey Marshail, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Oliver A. Morse, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Phillips, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, 
Reagan, Robbins, Russell, Sandidge, Seott, Seward, Fin 
gleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Ste- 
venson, Talbot, Thoinpson, Trippe, Waldron, Ward, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watkins. Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Augustus 
R. Wright, and Zollicofler—Ss. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkins, Barksdale, Bingham, Bocock, 
Srayton, Buffinton, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Chatlee, Ezra 
Clark, John B. Clark, Cobb, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, 
James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dodd, 
Dowdell, Durtee, English, Farnswerth, Foley, Foster, Gid 
dings, Goode, Goodwin, Granger. Groesbeck, Lawrence W. 
Hall, Robert B. Hal irlan, Hill, Hoard, Hopkins, Hous 
ton, Hughes, Geor W. Jones, Keim, Knapp, Leach, 
Leidy, Leiter, Letcher, Samuel S. Marshall, Miller, Mill- 
son, Moore, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, 
Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, John 
S. Phelps, William W. Phelps, Pike, Ready, Reilly, Ritehie, 
Royce, Savage, Scales, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, 
Shorter, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stanton, James A. Stew 
art, William Stewart, Tappan, Miles Taylor, ‘Tompkins, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Vanee, Wade, Watlbridge, 
Walton, White, Wortendvke, and John V. Wright—94. 

So the joint resolution was passed. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said: Suppose the 
interests of the country should demand that the 
President should call us together again: who will 


It is not; the main question 
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SSIONAL GLOBE. 


Garnett, Gartrell, | 


Isane N. Morris, | 


be responsible for this adjournment—the Demo- | 


crats or Republicans ? 
Mr. SEWARD. 
now adjourn. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Before that mo- 


tion is put, | wish to move that when the House || 


adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Thursday 
next. 

Mr. Jones’s motion was not agreed to. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sewarp’s 
motion; and the House refused to adjourn. 


I move that the House do | 


Mr. KEITT moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the joint resolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the latter motion; and asked for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were notordered. 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


agreed to—ayes 111, noes 46. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

And then, on motion of Mr. BARKSDALE, (at 
five minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 21, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. B. F. Birrencer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report from the Secretary 
of State, with the accompanying documents, in 


answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 7th of | 
January last, calling for all the official dispatches | 


and correspondence of the Hon. Robert M. Mc- 
| Lane and of the Hon. Peter Parker, late com- 
missioners of the United States in China, with 
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the Department of State; which was, on motion 
of Mr. Foor, ordered to lie on the table; and a 
motion by him to print the documents was re- 
ferred to the Committee op Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of War, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate calling for the annual report of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Graham on lake harbors; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of man- 
ufacturers of gold and silver leaf in the city of 
New York, and other places, praying a modifi- 
cation of the tariff of 1857, in respect to gold and 
silver leaf, and the articles used in their manu- 
facture; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented three petitions of inhabitants 
of Oneida and Jefferson counties, New York, 
praying the erection of a breakwater at the port 
of Cape Vincent; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. FOOT. I am requested to present the pe- 
tition of Jeremiah Thornton, praying to be allowed 
an invalid pension, for a wound received in the 
last war with Great Britain. I move that the 
vetition be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
am personally acquainted with the petitioner; 
and believing the application to be a very merit- 
orious one, | ask the early and favorable attention 
of that committee to the application. 

It was so referred, 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Theo- 
dore Lewis, military storekeeper at the Wash- 
ington arsenal, praying compé¢nsation for per- 
forming the duties of assistant commissary of 
subsistence; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia, 

Mr. FITCH presented a memorial of the Pa- 
cific and Pueblo Railroad Company, praying for 
a grant of land to aid in the construction of that 
road; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

He also presented a memorial of the Leaven- 
worth and Fort Gibson Railroad Company in 
Kansas Territory, praying for a grant of land to 
aid in the construction of said road; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRODERICK presented the memorial of 
George C. Johnson, praying for the passage of a 
bill for the further adjudication of the validity of 
a Mexican grant, by-the United States district 
court for the northern district of California; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of Gil- 
bert Vanderwerken, praying that the bill passed 
by the House of Representatives in relation to a 
railroad along Pennsylvania avenue, in the city 
of Washington, may become a law; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 


On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 

Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate, re- 
lating to the claim of Alexander Wood, administrator of 
William Wood and George M. Wood; the claim of Alex 
ander Weod, administrator of Josiah W. Stewart; the claim 
of Lewis Roberts, and the claim of Adam P. Shegley, be. 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. DURKEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs of 
Jabez B. Rooker, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWARD asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
477) authorizing the removal of the offices be- 
longing to the United States, and occupied by the 
collector of the revenue, in connection with the 
quarantine station in the port of New York; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. : 

Mr. BAYARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 478) to provide for holding the courts of 
the United States in the State of Alabama; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 479) conferring certain powers on the cor- 
porations of Washington and Georgetown, which 
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Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Lewis 
Purdy and others, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed 
to. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the bill (S. No. 462) for the relief of 
William Wallace, of Illinois, reported it with an 
amendment. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 


Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred | 


the petition of William Welch, reported adversely 
thereon. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution 


of the Legislature of Minnesota, relative to the | 


Sioux and Winnebago reservations, asked to be | 


discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Secretary of the Interior; 
which was agreed to. 


NEW SENATE CHAMBER. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Public 
juiidings and Grounds, to whom was referred a 
resolution directing an inquiry into the condition 
of the new Chamber for the Senate, and at what 


time it might be permanently occupied, and what 


ceremony should be observed in removing thereto, 
submitted the following report: 

That by the 4th day of January next, the Cham- 
ber can be finished and furnished ina suitable 
manner for the reception of the Senate; and your 


committee suggest that, in their opinion, an ad- | 


dress from the Vice President on the occasion of 
the removal would be appropriate, and recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolved, ‘That the superintendent of the Capitol exten- 


sion be directed to prepare the Chamber for the occupancy 
of the Senate by the 4th day of January next, and that a 


Committee of three be appointed by the Chair to make all 


necessary arrangements. 


Mr. IVERSON. I wish to.call the attention 
of the chairman of the committee to an inquiry 
which I desire to make: whether any arrangement 
has been made, or any plan agreed Sh by 
which the Senators are to occupy the seats in the 
new Chamber. Unless there be some arrangement 
before we go into it, there will be a scramble for 
the choice of seats. 
ter ought to be regulated, and that the eommittee 
ought to propose some plan for that purpose. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will answer the inquiry. 

Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of order. I 


It seems to me that that mat- | 


object to the consideration of the resolution to- | 


day. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
course. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster in 
the chair.) Jt must go over till to-morrow. 

Mr. SEWARD subsequently said: I have rea- 


If objected to, it lies over, of 


‘son to believe that if the honorable Senator from 


Indiana will renew the call for the question on his 
resolution, the objection to its consideration to- | 
day will be withdrawn. 
fr. MASON. It will be renewed. 
renew it. 
Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 


The subject therefore lies over. 
THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether any provisions of law are necessary, by way of 
amendment to sxisting laws which prohibit the Afnean 
slave trade, to secure the effectual suppression thereof. 

J. H. MERRILL. 


Mr. GWIN. I offer the following resolution, 
and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Court of Claims be requested to return 
to the Senate the papers in the case of J. H. Merrill vs. the 
United States. 

They were referred to the Court by an order of | 
the Senate, at the last session, and the claimant | 
wishes them to be brought back. 

Mr. IVERSON. Is the resolution up for con- | 
sideration ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 


1 shall 


| 
California asks unanimous consent to consider it | 


at this time. 


4 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the | 


Mr. IVERSON. I have no objection to its 
consideration, but I wish to discuss it. 
Mr. BROWN. Then I hope it will not be con- 

sidered now. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. | 
NEW YORK HARBOR. | 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the foilding resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: | 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- || 


mnunicate to the Senate whether, from any information now 


in his Department, or which can be obtained, there is, in his || 
opinion, now belonging to the United States any land in the || 


harbor of New York, or its vicinity, which can properly be 
appropriated to the use of the revenue department in case | 
the same should be required for such purpose. 


JEREMIAH WRIGHT. | 
Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, to request the return to the Senate of bill H. R. | 
No, 365, granting a pension to Jeremiah Wright, which 
was returned to the House on the 17th instant. 


PROPRIETARY RIGHTS IN OREGON. | 
Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested to || 


communicate to the Senate, such correspondence and other 
information as he may possess in relation to the claims of 


British subjects to proprietary rights in the Territories of || 


Oregon and Washington of the United States. || opposition to it; and I therefore ask that the bill 


MEXICAN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. | 


Mr. CLAY submitted the following resolution; 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, so far as it is 


compatible with the public interest, to lay before the Sen- || 


ate the correspondence between the Mexican Government 
and Mr. Forsyth, Minister of the United States to Mexico; | 
and the correspondence of the State Department on the | 
subject of Mexican affairs, referred to in his late annual | 
message, and such other correspondence as may be neces- | 
sary to elucidate the complications which resulted in the 
suspension of diplomatic relations with Mexico by the Uni-, | 
ted States Legation in that country. 


CAPTURE OF WILLIAM WALKER. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the Senate copies of any letters or corre- 
spondence, now on file in his Department, between the 
President of Nicaragua and Commodore Hiram Paulding, | 
in relation to the capture of Walker and his command at 
San Juan de Nicaragua, in December, 1857. 


EXPENDITURES FOR INDIANS. 
Mr. WILSON submitted the following order; 
which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 


Ordered, That the usual number of copies be printed, for 
the use of the Senate, of the accounts of the Treasurer of 


the United States, communicated 10th December, 1858 ; |) 


and the letter of Second Auditor, communicating copies of 
accounts of disbursements for the benefit of the Indian 
tribes, communicated 20th December, 12858. 


RECESS FOR CHRISTMAS. | 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
House of Representatives had agreed to the reso- 
lution of the Senate, providing for a temporary 
adjournment of Congress from the 23d instant to 
the 4th of January, 1859. 


HIRAM POWERS. | 


Mr. PEARCE. I have been instructed by the 
Committee on the Library, to whom was referred | 
a bill (S. No. 476) to authorize the President to 
make advance in money to Hiram Powers, to re- 
vort it back with a recommendation that it pass. 
ask the Senate to proceed to its consideration | 
now, being sure that, after a very brief explana- 
tion, there will be no objection to it. 

There being tio objection, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill; which authorizes the President, out of | 
the moneys heretofore appropriated by law to en- 
able the President of the United States to contract 
with Hiram Powers for certain statuary, to make 
such partial payments in advance as he shall 
deem fit. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I beg to state, 
for the information of the Senate, that some four 
years ago an appropriation was made, and put at | 
the disposal of the President, for the purpose of 


LOBE. 


1] : : : : a 
|| procuring certain statues from Mr. Hiram Pow. 
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ers, an American citizen and sculptor, now re. 
| siding at Florence. It has been customary, when 
| Statues or paintings have been ordered to be made 

to make some advances, generally a small portion 
of the money which is needful to the artists, be. 
cause they are generally not people of much 
money, and they are put to expenses which it js 
reasonable they should have the means of de. 
fraying at the outset. These contracts have been 
made so for the last thirty years, and the con. 
tract has been prepared in this case. It stipulates 
for the payment of about two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars, I think, in advance, and partial pay- 
ments as the work shall progress, the progress 
of the work to be certified to the President by the 
| United States consul at Leghorn, he being the 
| nearest functionary to the residence of Mr. Pow- 
ers. The President has no doubt at all of the 
propriety of making this allowance; but the Sec- 
retary of the Interior has suggested that an act 
passed in }823, intended to apply to disbursing 


i 


| 


|| officers, forbids payments in advance to anybody 


onany contract with the United States. Althoug), 
| it may be somewhat doubtful whether the lan- 
| guage of that act is intended to apply to a case of 
_ this sort, being applicable only to disbursing off- 
cers; and this fund not being in charge of a dis- 
bursing officer, but remaining solely at the dis- 
cretion of the President, it has been thought proper 
to authorize the President by law to make such 
advances. I take it for granted there will be no 


may be put on its passage this morning. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| NEW MESSENGER. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I ask that 
the resolution which I offered yesterday morning, 
to which the honorable Senator from Alabama, 
{Mr. Cray] objected, may be taken up. I under- 
stand from the senior Senator from Indiana, 
this morning, that upon looking into the matter, 
he would not object. ‘The object of the resolution 
(I will explain it, for I suppese it would pass 
unanimously, if understood,) is simply this: A 
boy, by the name of Ragan,was here on the floor, 


| working for us at the last session of* Congress. 


During the recess a messenger died, and Ragan 
was putin his place. Ragan was put here under 
the direction of law, and the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
without an act reviving thator something equiv- 
alent to it, does not wish to make the appoint- 
ment; it creates no new place, no additional ex- 

enditure, and does not add tothe force we have 
fiad heretofore. I suppose there cannot possibly 
be any objection to it. I hope the Secretary will 
read the resolution, and that the Senate will pass it. 

The motion to take up the resolution was 
agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to consider 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to 


|| employ a person in the service of the Senate, in the place 


of, and at the same compensation as H. J. Ragan, pro- 
moted. 


The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on 
the passage of the resolution, and declared that 
| the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, called for 
| the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. Before that resolution passes, I 
| wish to hear some explanation of the necessity 
for it. I think we have more employés about the 
Senate now than there are members. We have 
more than one to each man. 

Mr. CLAY. I deem it necessary, in conse- 
quence of the remarks of the Senator from Ken- 
| tucky, to say that he misapprehended my position. 

I said I would not make any argumentagainst the 
| resolution, but that I could not vote for it. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I will give 
/an explanation if the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire desires it. The resolution to which I allude 
was introduced by the late Hon. John M. Clay- 
ton. This boy was brought in here and put under 
employment. He continued in employment under 
that resolution until, a messenger dying in the re- 
cess, he was promoted to fill that messenger s 
preee: The object of this resolution is simply to 
lave an appointment to fill Ragan’s place. It pro- 


|| vides for no additional force, no increase. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 
olution? 


What is the date of that res- 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I find it in | 


the Journal, as follows: 


sideration : 


« Resolved, That Horatio J. Ragan be continued in the | 
cervice of the Senate, under the authority of the Sergeant- | 


at Arms, until the further order of the Senate.” 
That was in 1855. He was so continued, and 


while he was so continued a messenger died, hg | 


was put in the messenger’s place, and this is 
nothing in the world but to fill up the rank and 
fle. Unless I was perfectly satisfied that it was 
right, 1 would not offer it. 
about such things. 

Mr. HALE. Is this a resolution to fill up 
Ragan’s place as messenger? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Yes; to fill 
his place as messenger. It creates no additional 
ofice. That is all the explanation I can give 
about it. I think it perfectly proper, perfectly 
right. It does not tax the Treasury. I do not 
think it is a case on which to display retrench- 
ment, economy, and reform. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the passage of the resolution, resulted—yeas 13, 
nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates. Bright, Brown, Crittenden, Dixon, 
Fitch, Foster, Iverson, Jones, Kennedy, Pearce, Simmons, 
and Thompson of Kentucky—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Broderick, Cameron, 
Clark, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, King, 
Mason, Polk, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Sli- 
dell, ‘''oombs, Trumbull, Ward, Wilson, and Wright—29. 


So the resolution was rejected. 


ST. CLAIR FLATS. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move to take up Senate 
bill No. 321. 

Mr. SLIDELL. What bill is it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The billin relation to the 
St. Clair flats. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Michigan moves to take up the bill (S. No. 321) 


making an appropriation for deepening the chan- || 


nel over the St. Clair flats, in the State of Mich- 
igan. 

Mr. IVERSON called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 31, nays 20; as follows: 


YEAS—Messtrs. Allen, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Jones, Ken- 
nedy, King, Mallory, Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, 
Shields, Simmons, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilson, and Wright—31. 

NAYS—Messrs, Bayard, Bigler, Brown, Clay, Clingman, 
Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hous- 
ton, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Mason, Reid, Slidell, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, and Ward—20. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, | 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
siderthe bill, which appropriates $50,000 for the 


purpose of deepening the channel over the St. || 


Clair flats, in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
cuss the merits of this bill. | merely wish a vote 
to be taken upon it. The former appropriation is 
exhausted, and this bill provides the exact amount 
requisite to finish the work. As I merely desire 
a vote upon it, I will not occupy the time of the 
Senate. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment; ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. l[VERSON. 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 22; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Broderick, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Kennedy, King, Pearce, Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and 
Wright—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bright, Brown, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, 
Houston, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, 
Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 
and Ward—22. 


So the bill was passed. 
THOMAS LAURENT. 


Mr. SHIELDS. As there seems to be no busi- | 


ness at present before the Senate, I ask leave to 
call up the bill S. No. 334. I think it will give 
rise to no debate. It is a claim which has been 
very long deferred. 

Mr.GWIN. Itis impossible before one o’clock 
to consider that bill. I do not know anything 





« Mr. Clayton submitted the following resolution for con- | 


I am very cautious | 


I do not propose to dis- | 


I ask for the yeas and nays | 


against the bill; but the hour has almost arrived 
| for the consideration of the special order, and I 
object to taking up this bill. I have no objection 
| if it will not interfere with the special order. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I think it will lead to no de- 
bate, Certainly I am not disposed to discuss it. 
It is a case which has been long pending. 
Mr. GWIN. The Senator can hear the bell 
striking one o'clock now. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. I| hope the Senator will let it 
yAss. 

Mr. GWIN. I have no objection. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I think it will be sufficient to 
read the report in the case. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
334) for the relief of Thomas Laurent, surviving 
partner of the firm of Benjamin and Thomas Lau- 
rent, was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It requires the Secretary of War to pay to 
Thomas Laurent, surviving partner of the firm of 
Benjamin and Thomas Laurent, or to his legal 
representatives, the sum of $15,000, being the 
amount paid by that firm to Major General Win- 
field Scott, in the city of Mexico, for the purchase 
of a house, in that city, out of the possession of 
which they were since ousted by the Mexican au- 
thorities; which amount is to be in full of their 
claim against the United States. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is there a report in that 
case? 

Mr. SHIELDS. Yes, sir. *Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the report, from which it 
appears that the petitioner is the surviving part- 
ner of the firm of Benjamin & Thomas Laurent, 


3ritish subjects, and merchants inthe city of Mex- | 


ico in 1847, where they were tenants in occupancy 
of house No. 1, Third street of San Francisco, 
the property of the convent Purissima Conception. 
On the 11th January, and 4th February of that 
year, the Mexican congress passed laws confisca- 
ting the church property to carry on the war with 
the United States, and the Messrs. Laurent, being 
notified that the house they occupied was to be 
| sold, immediately contracted with the Mexican 
Government for the purchase of it for $26,000, 
payable a part in cash, and the balance in easy 
installments. But before the conveyances could 
| be executed a revolution broke outin that country, 


| 


_18s 


After Major General Scott's absence from Mex- 


nlf 


| ico, the Messrs. Laurent addressed to Major 


| of title. 


General Butler a letter requesting furtlier security 
His answer to that letter is as follows: 


Heapgvarters Army or Mexico, 
Mexico, March 15, 1848. 
The major general commanding has received the repre- 
sentation of the Messrs. Laurent, asking to be confirmed in 


|| their title to the house sold them by the Mexican Govern- 


ment, the price of which was seized to the use of the Uni- 
ted States army. 

It appears to him that the most formal title which it isin 
the power of military authority to give, has already been 
given by the general-in-chief in the certificate that the debt 
has been seized by him as prize of war, and in the order to 
the legal authorities to put the Messrs. Laurent in posses- 
sion of the house; and the commanding general does not 
see what he can add to those sanctions of their title. Should 
the Mexican Government hereafter attempt to oust them 
from possession, it would be a question between the Gov- 
ernments ; and to provide against that case, the command- 
ing general will refer the matter to Washington. 

W. O. BUTLER, 
Major General Commanding. 


It does not appear that General Butler ever com- 
municated this matter to the War Department; 
and immediately after the evacuation of Mexico 
by the American army, the Messrs. Laurent were 
sued by the convent for the recovery of the house, 
and having no other title than the possession 
giver them by General Scott, the suit was decided 


| against them; their appeal to the Supreme Court 
| was dismissed, and they were formally dispos- 


| these confiscating laws were repealed, (on the | 


29th March, 1847,) and the contract of purchase 
was consequently annulled. In September, 1847, 
| Major General Scott took military possession of 
the city of Mexico, and promised protection to 
private and church property in the following 
words of his proclamation: 


“ This beautiful capital, its churches, and its religion, its 
convents, and its monasteries, the inhabitants and their 
property are, moreover, placed under the special safeguard 
of the good faith and honor of the United States Army.’’ 


|| But being informed of the negotiation alluded 
| to above, he served upon the Messrs. Laurent the 
following notice: 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

| Mexico, November 8, 1847. 
Mr. Benjamin and Mr. Thomas Laurent are notified 

that the Government of the United States sejze as property 

of the Government of Mexico, the $26,000, for which they 

purchased house No. 1, in the Third street of San Fran- 

cisco, Which sum is now in the hands (in the power) of 

said gentlemen; two thirds thereof payable in cash, and 

one third in bonds of twenty-six per cent. 

| By command of Major General Scott: 


G. W. LAY, 
Lieutenant, Military Secretary. 
This is to certify that a debt of $26,000, due by Benjamin 
and Thomas Laurent to the Mexican Government, for a 
| house, has been seized by me, on behalf of the United 
|| States Army, as a lawful prize of war. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Executed by Major General Scott, in my presence, No- 
vember 8, 1847. GEORGE W. LAY, 
Lieutenant and Military Secretary. 


|| Major General Scott, being now assured by 
‘| the Messrs. Laurent that this $26,000 had not 


|| been paid to the Mexican Government, that there | 
was no existing contract, and that they were only | 


| house to the Messrs. Laurent for $15,000 in cash, 
| and to put them in possession of it, which was 
|| done by his order to the notary Arteagor. He 


|| tenants of the convent, undertook to sell the | 


also issued his order to the civil judge to suspend | 


| all legal proceedings against them, and to leave | 
' them in the peaceable possession of the premises. | 
| This amount, $15,000, was paid by the Messrs. 


| Laurent to General Scott, and they considered 
'| themselves the owners of the property under the 
!| authority of the United States. 


| 


| duty 








| sessed of the property, and so they remain to this 


day. 

Thus situated, the Messrs. Laurent presented 
theirclaim for damages to the commissioners under 
the convention for the adjustment of claims of sub- 
jects or citizens of Great Britain and the United 
States against either Government, where it was 
rejected for, want of jurisdiction, as the Laurents 
were ‘fat the time alien enemies.’’ Having thus 
exhausted every other remedy, he now applies to 
Congress for relief. 

In Lieutenant G. Lay’s testimony before the 
court of inquiry, in the case of Captain McKins- 
try, in January, 1848, he states, that the money 
was received by him, and Major General Scott, 


| in rendering his account of money received by 


him in Mexico, on’ 11th November, 1847, charges 
himself with **debt due Mexican Government, col- 
lected by Lieutenant Lay,’’ $7,000. 

The committee of the Senate are satisfied that 
the sum of $15,000 was paid by the Messrs. Lau- 
rent in the manner they state, and that they have 
received no value therefor, and they report this 
bill for the relief of the surviving partner, or their 
legal representatives. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the bill had better 
be postponed. 1 should like to look agittle fur- 
ther into it. I have very strong doubts whether 
the Government ought to pay anything. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The case is a peculiar one, 
and I will state what itis. General Scott levied 
$15,000 upon this firm, and put the firm in pos- 
session of a house which he believed he had the 
power to do at the time—a house in lieu of the 
$15,000, as a consideration. It turned out that the 
house was the property of a convent, and that 
these people, the moment he left Mexico, were 
ousted from its possession. He levied the $15,000 
upon them, and gave them possession as he be- 
lieved to be proper; but they were ousted from the 
house, and now they ask for the $15,000. I knew 
the parties well in Mexico. They were as re- 
spectable men as were then in that city, and they 
were amongst our kindest and best friends on all 
occasions. This claim has passed the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and | hope the objection will 
be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The hour has arrived for the con- 
sideration of the special order, and it becomes the 
of the Chair to state that fact. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the matter is to go on 
further now, I have a word to say; but if the 
special order takes precedence, very well. 

Mr. GWIN. It goes over I suppose, and the 
unfinished business comes up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special 
order is the unfinished business of yesterday, and 
it will now be taken up. 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 65) to authorize the President of the 
United States to centract for the transportation of 
the mails, troops, seamen, munitions of war, 
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o ee 


Army and Navy supplies, and all other Govern- 
ment service, by railroad, from the Missouri 
river to San Francisco, in the State of California; 
the pending question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Witsown to strike out of the first section the 
words, ‘‘the most eligible route, reference being 
had to feasibility, shortness, and economy,’’ and 
in lieu thereof to insert “ the shortest practicable 
route between the parallels of latitude thirty-five 
and forty two;’’ so as to make the section read: 

That the President of the United States be, and he i 
hereby, authorized and directed to enter into a contract for 
the traneportation of the mats, troops, seamen, munitions 
of war, Army and Navy supplies, and all othér Government 
service, by ra id, from a point on the Missouri river, be 
tween the mouths of the Big Sroux and Kansas rivers, to 
San Francise in the State of California, on the shortest 
practicable route between the parallels of latitude thirty 
five and forty two 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, before the de- 
bate roes on upon that } roposition, | de sire to 
modify it On further examination, instead of 
the thirty-fifth, I propose to say the thirty-fourth; 
and instead of the forty-second, to say the forty- 
third degree of latitude, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment will be so modified. 

Mr. WARD. Would it be in order to intro- 


duce an amendment to be considered after dis- 


The amend- 


wosing of the pre nt one? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
CAN ive notice 
ment, but an amendment at the present time will 
not be in order. e 

Mr. SEWARD. Itecan be received informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It can be re- 
ceived as notice of an amendment to be offered 
hereafter, when it i 


r — ‘ 
The Senator 
of his intention to move an amend- 


shall Lye in oracer. 
Mr. WARD. Then I give notice that I shall, 
when it may be in order, offer the amendment 
which I send to the Chair. 
The Secretary read the proposed amendment, 
which ts to strike out, in section one, the words: 
‘From a point on the Missouri river between the mouths 
of the Big Sioux 


the Stat 
And insert: 


From some point between the forty-fifth degree of north 
latitude and the southern of the United States 
< 
rr 


nnd Kansas rivers to San Francisco, ia 


of Calilornia,”’ 


boundary | 


10 the nearest eli le pointon the Paeific coast. in the Stat 


of California, reference being had to teasibility, shortness, 
and ecanomy. 

And second: to strike out, in section seven, the 
sum of ** €25,000,000,’’ and insert ** $10,000,000. ”’ 

Mr. WARD. Mr. President, I voted to bring 
ll before the Senate, forthe purpose 
of offering an amendment at the proper time; but 
hitherto @ have not been able to get it before the 


the ( 1s nal 


Senate. As 1 shall oppos the amendment now 
under consideration, I have thought proper, before 
the vote is taken, to bring to the minds of the 


Senators the one which | will offer in its order, 
should I have the opportunity of doing so; but 
as tothe merits of the one now before the Senate, 
I shall say a few words. 

Mr. Presidevit, | have thought it proper to take 
this course, because I feel deeply interested in the 
construction of this road; not in a sectional point 
of view only, but to attain that location for the 
road that would be for the best interests of the 

whole country. It appears to me that if any of 
a. lines for the location of this road as heretofore 
spoken of are to be considered, we should adopt 
the lanzuage used in the bill in its literal sense, 
when it provides that the road shall be constructed 
on the most elizible route, reference being had to 
feasibility, shortness, and economy. Now, does 
the pending amendment which proposes to limit 
the road to a route between the thirty-fourth and 
forty-third degrees, present an opportunity to se- 
lect the nearest, the cheapest, and the most prac- 
ticable route to the Pacific coast? Ifnot, | contend 
that the whole field should be thrown open so as 
to afford a chance for a route below the thirty- 
fourth degree. 

According to the explorations of the various 
routes, as reported, it will be seen that some have 
been considered impracticable; and others, from 
the nature of the country over which they pass, 
as well as their great length, would cost an un- 
necessary expenditure of money and delay. 

it will appear from the table of cost and dis- 
tances, that amongst them all (and I believe there 
are eight or ten of them) the southern route from || 
Fulton to San Diego, via El Paso, is the shortest || 
and most practicable one by over fifty per cent., | 
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after allowing for that link in the road which is 
now being constructed by private enterprise, aided 
by the State of Texas. If, however, upon further 
examination, a more available one can be found, 
it should by all means be adopted. 

I have ever been of the opinion, Mr. President, 
that some place on the Mississippi river should 
be selected as the starting point for this great na- 
tional highway, and its terminus to be the nearest 
practicable point on the Pacific coast. It appears 
clear to my mind that the interest of the whole 
people would be most effectually guarded and pro- 
tected by entrusting the location of this road to 
the care and direction of the capitalists who may 
undertake the work with the proper guards and 
restrictions. In the first place, they would be re- 
quired to locate the line of road according to the 
provisions of the bill, ‘* on the most eligible route, 
reference being had to feasibility, shortness, and 
economy ;’” but before committing this important 
trust to the charge of undertakers, we should first 
consider what their interest would prompt them 
to do. 

It is, however, reasonable to suppose that they 
would select a starting point within the space 
allowed, with reference to the whole country, so 

central and convenient 
oint the largest portion of the travel and com- 
nerce for the patronage of their road. 

I have not a table of the railroad statistics be- 
fore me, but I believe the estimate is, that there 
are about twenty thousand miles of railway east 
of the Mississippi river, and as many miles of 
navigable streams, forming a complete network 
from Maine to Georgia and from the gulf coast 
to the lakes of the north. And it will be observed 
that the rent ral tenden Sy of those roads is west- 
ward, many of them reaching from the Atlantic 
coast, by one continuous line, to the Mississippi 
river; others terminating on the Ohio river from 
the north, tapping it at various places from its 
head to its mouth; whilst the roads from the gulf 
coast reach far up into the interior of the coun- 
try; all seeming to be in search of a passage west 
to the Pacific. 

And now, Mr. President, we must cast our 
mind west, and examine critically the physical 
condition of the country over which we have to 
make a road, as well as the roads west already 
built, and those in prospect, and see the best and 
most practicable route for a connection with the 
Pacific coast. I am not familiar with their rail- 
road prospects in the extreme northwestern por- 
ll say from St. Louis there 1s a 


is to concentrate at some 


Y 
I 
I 


»; but I wil 
road running west from that place one hundred 
and seventy-five or two hundred miles. I am 
not certain as to its len rth. 

The Catro and Fulton road has a grant of six 
sections of land per mile to aid in its construc- 
tion, and has, Lam told, a portion of it under 
The Memphis and Little Rock rail- 
road, which intersects the Cairo and Fulton road, 
has a similar grant from the Government, and 
fifty miles in running order. The Mississippi, 
Wachita, and Red River road, sometimes known 
as the Gaines Landing road, the whole length of 
which will be one hundred and eighty miles, has 
oné hundred miles graded, and a portion of it 
ready for the iron. These roads form a junction 
at Fulton, a little south of the thirty-fourth par- 
allel. The Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific road 
leaves at that point for El Paso, a distance of 
about eight hundred miles. The Vicksburg and 
Shreveport road is now being constructed, and is 
to be completed in 1861, according to the con-| 
tract. It connects with the Southern Pacific road | 
at the eastern boundary line of Texas, a little | 
north of the thirty-second parallel. From this 
point, the Southern Pacific road runs west, to El 
Paso, It has twenty-five miles now in running 
order, and recently fifty more under contract; and 
perhaps it would not be amiss here for me to sa 
that, but for some unfortunate difficulties which 
have existed in that company, a much greater 
amount of road would now be in running order. 
I am happy to say, however, that these difficul- 
ties have been recently removed, and that at a 
late meeting held at Louisville, where more than 
three fourths of the stock were represented, they | 


lio! 


contract. 


_ agreed harmoniously to prosecute the work. That | 


road runs west to a point where it will form a 
junction with the Memphis, El Paso, and Pacific || 
road, somewhere on the Trinity river; and from || 
that point the energies, the interests, and the cap- || 
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ital of both companies will be united in the con- 
struction of one trunk road to El Paso. Tho 
Opelousas road, too, is completed to Berwick’s 
bay, from whence there is a communication to 
Galveston by water, and a contituation of the 
same line by land to the Sabine Pass, where jt 
connects with other Texas roads running north 
and west, by — of Houston, Austin, and San 
Antonio, in the direction of El Paso. 

The Galveston and Henderson road also has 
forty-seven miles completed, and twenty-five mileg 
under contract. The Texas, Central, and Hong. 
ton road have had fifty miles runing successful} 
for several years; and I am told that by July the 
will have at least seventy-five miles in runnine 
order. This road will connect with the Memphis, 
EI Paso, and Pacific road ,somewhere on the Trin. 
ity river. I consider these gulf roads of vast im. 
portance in this great enterprise; for it is a well 
known fact that commerce will, as far as Possible, 
seek water transportation. 

I have thus attempted to bring the minds of 
Senators to the fact that the Texas roads, in con- 
nection with the roads west of the Mississippj 
river, carry this great work to El Paso. Accord- 
ing to the best information we have, it is only six 
hundred and fifty miles from El Paso to San Diego, 
Thus, if the El Paso route be taken, there w 
be only six hundred and fifty miles to be con- 
structed by Government aid; and according to the 
best information that can be had, there are but 
few obstacles in the way of its construction, there 
being streams and natural water tanks at conve- 
nient distances. In the absence of these, well 
water can be had at the distance of forty or fifty 
feet. Such is the opinion of Mr. Gray, derived 
from actual observation while engaged in the 
boundary-line survey under the treaty of Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo, in 1852. 

Next, | would call the attention of Senators to 
the discrepancy between the costs and distances 
of a road on the various routes proposed. The 
shortest route actually surveyed within the range 
of country prescribed in the amendment of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, {Mr. Wixson,] is 
two thousand miles; while, on the route of which 
I have spoken, the aid of this Government will be 
required for only six hundred and fifty miles. 
Some may, perhaps, think that this argument falls 
to the ground, for the reason that they suppose 
the Texas roads will not be built. In answer to 
that, I will say that I have every confidence in the 
completion of those roads. Some, perhaps, may 
not be built; but the leading roads across the 
country, the main arteries of which I have spoken 
of, willundoubtedly be constructed. Having said 
this, perhaps it may be necessary that I should 
give some of the reasons which lead me tg this 
conclusion. 

In the first place, these roads have received a 
magnificent grant of land from the State of Texas 
—sixteen sections of land to the mile, with a res- 
In addition 
to that, we have a school fund of $3,000,000, 
which has been, and will be, loaned to these roads 
to aid and assist in their construction to the ex- 
tent of $6,000 a mile. Besides, we have a pecu- 
liar population in Texas; our people are largely 
interested in the real estate of the country, the 


| value of which, to some extent, depends on the 


completion of these roads. We have a larger 


| number of landholders in proportion to our pop- 


ulation than any State in the Union. From the 
poorest to the most wealthy, our people are taking 
stock in the roads. Why? Because aside from 
the bonus to be received from our magnificent land 
grants and the increased value of real estate, we 
have in Texas the finest country in the world over 
which to construct a railroad, and a country 80 
situated, geographically, that we have no navi- 
gation, comparatively speaking, and are driven 
to make roads from necessity. These are some 
of the reasons-which induce me to believe that 
such roads in the hands of such people are bound 
to succeed. As an evidence of the cheapness of 
their construction, I will read a short paragraph 
from a report of the president of the Vicksburg, 
El Paso, and Pacific road, immediately on this 
line. He says: 

“The grading of the first fifty miles will cost $56,000. 


— the able report of our engineer.] These estimates we 


rave tested, by letting out twenty miles of the road, and the 
contractors make handsome profits on their contracts.”’ 


. * . * * 7 . - * . 


“ The ability to Proceed with the construction increases 
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with the progressof the works. If the land grant should be |! be devised, but designed to show that it is im- 
cold at S1 50 per acre, it would amount to over $15,600 per | 


mile,a sum fully sufficient to pay for the entire cost of the 
road} and if the grant should be worth as much as the grant 
1o the Central [ilinois road, ten dollars per acre, it would 
amount to $100,000 per mile ; and after paying for the road, 
would leave a bonus of $85,000 a mile, to be divided among 
the stockholders.”’ 


In that country, where there is in many places 
but little more to do than lay down the iron, rail- 


roads can be constructed for $15,000 per mile. 
When I say this, I am not imagining what can 


be done, but Iam speaking of what has been done. | 
I do not pretend to say that the whole line will | 


be constructed for this amount; but I do say that 


the cost of the whole line will not average more | 


than $20,000 a mile, and at most $25,000; and it 
can only cost the latter sum for small sections, 
These estimates may startle some gentlemen,who 
live in other regions of the country, where rail- 
roads have to be built over lofty mountains, by 
inclined planes, and through deep cuts, and car- 
ried over broad rivers. We have no such diffi- 
culties im our way. 

| would further suggest the advantages of the 
climate in the latitude over which the El Paso 
route must pass—a latitude so favorable for the 


business of its construction and of its operation; | 


being free from snow and ice at all seasons, which 
is often found troublesome ina more northern lat- 
itude. 

And further still, this road would reach from 


the extreme northeastern portion of the United | 
- “ : } 
States to the extreme south west, passing in a diag- 


onal direction across the Union, thereb 
it equally convenient for both the North and 
South to reach it by branch roads 

And still another idea: It would embrace, in 
its course, the manufacturing, grain, cotton, and 
sugar interest; we should necessarily, therefore, 
be thrown together in the course of business and 
travel from different localities, and this would af- 
ford an opportunity to get better acquainted, and 
better understand each other and our institutions; 
and, although it may appear to some of small im- 
portance, if of any importance at all, yet I hon- 
estly believe that such an interchange would do 
more towards harmonizing and binding together 
the different sections of the Union than all the ex- 
cited discussions and newspaper warfare could 
accomplish in all time tocome. Ido not bring 
forward this as an argument to induce the loca- 


tion of the road on any given line, but only inci- | 


dentally, and in connection with other results. 
And now, Mr. President, I will briefly con- 
sider the necessity and advantage of this road in 
a national point of view. I will not enter into de- 
tails on this point, for the question has been ably 
discsed, and at length, by honorable Senators 
heretofore. I beg leave, however, to call the at- 
tention of Senators to the fact, that millions of 
people are anxiously waiting for the accomplish- 
ment of this desirable object, by which the Fed- 
Government means, would not only accommo- 
date and protect her citizens, but would develop 
the resources of an immense country and increase 
her commerce and revenue beyond the calcula- 
tion of the most fruitful imagination. 
_ But, in time of war with foreign nations, the 
inestimable advantage of speedy communication 
between our Atlantic and Pacific possessions, will 
be most felt and appreciated. i 
tions of war, by thousands, could be made avail- 
able almost as soon as called for, and at compar- 
atively small expense, and thus, by a timely 
preparation, we should not only prevent a war, 


ut save the lives of thousands of our citizens and | 


millions of dollars to the country. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I am very 
glad to see these numerous propositions of so 


many fixed and certain routes for a Pacific rail- | 


road; and I hope that every proposition of that 
character which is in reserve may speedily be 
submitted, because their presentation will open 
the way to a candid consideration of the few re- 
marks which it is my purpose to make in support 
of this bill; remarks designed, not to show that 
the road which probably will be made under the 
bill which is reported by the committee will be 
made upon the best, or the most convenient route, 
or the cheapest route, or that the system which 
the committee have adopted and submitted to 
the Senate in their bill, is the best system and 


eral Government, without any actual outlay of | 


Jen, and muni- | 


making | 








possible for the Congress of the United Siates, 
representing, as they do, confederated States and 
communities distant from each other so widely 
as they are, and maintaining systems of com- 
merce and agriculture and manufactures so di- 
verse, can agree and determine upon any one 
route, or the full details of any one system, to the 
exclusion of all others. 

I have little occasion to appeal to the Senators 
from California, the only community on the Pa- 
cific coast which as yet is represented in the Con- 
gress of the United States. I have noticed always 
in the State to which I belong that the memory 
of the Netherlands is held in the tenderest atfec- 
tion by the descendants of the colonists of New 
York. On the other hand, when I traveled in 
Holland, I was unable to find even one lingering 
tradition there of the settlement of the New Neth- 
erlands. It is always so. The affection of the 
emigrant for his native land is always stronger 
than the concern of the fatherland for its exiles in 
foreign countries. The Senators from California 
are convinced and committed, and are earnest 
enough in support of a Pacific railroad. It is 
only the Senators from the eastern side of the 
Rocky Mountains who require to be convinced, 
It is only on this side of the mountains that the 
snow and ice of indifference and prejudice remain 
to be dissolved. 

I shall pass rapidly over the question of details, 
No Senator has shown—I think no Senator can 
show—any objection against the propositions for 
settling the route, which are contained in the bill 
reported by the committee, which has not been 
already anticipated there. No one can show, | 
think, as no one has shown, an objection against 
the plan adopted and recommended by the com- 
mittee for the construction of the road which has 
not been anticipated there, which I myself have 
not anticipated and surrendered there. This bill 
is not my bill. The route upon which the road 
will probably be made under it is uncertain. It 
cannot now be ascertained. My own apprehen- 
sions are, that it will cause a road to be ah ina 
latitude further south than | should prefer; but, on 
the other hand, I know, or at least I think I am 


authorized to say, that members of the committee, | 


as well informed on the subject and as shrewd and 
sagacious as I, opposed the bill in committee, be- 
cause they believed that under it the road would 

probably be made on a route more northern than 
| they could approve. If | were authorized and em- 

owered to provide for the construction of the 

acific railroad, I should begin in a very northern 
latitude, and | should carry the road directly across 
the continent, in continuation of the northwestern 
track of the emigration which has been pursued 
from the time when the navigation of the great 
lakes was opened until now, when we find popu- 
lation already gathered and clustering upon the 
western shores of Lake Superior. If I were au- 
| thorized to provide the system upon which it 
should be built, [ would discard and reject at once 
all pretense of the employment of companies or 
associations which, in my judgment, are butshams 
when engaged by the Government of the United 
States to construct a great national work. I regard 


|| such associations as bodies which will have no sub- 


stance, no blood, no nerves, no sinews, in short no 
power, and even no vitality, but what they will 
derive from the vigor and swwength of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. i would discard, ut- 


terly and entirely, the policy of giving public lands |! 


to railroad companies to be sold in the shambles 


national work. | would directly employ the cap- 
ital and the credit of the United States, increasing 
the revenues of the United States from commerce 
for the purpose of defraying the cost and establish- 


within a reasonable period, absorb the public debt 
thus created. 
lands in the vicinity of the road to actual settlers 
for cultivation, so as to secure the speediest pos- 
sible production of revenue from it. 


the committee, as have been all the proposed 
other or different plans or methods of determining 
the route; and they have been overruled upon a 
| due consideration of all our objections, This bill 
| has been reported by a majority of the committee, 
{| with whom I agree to accept it, not as the best 


to speculators, to raise means to carry on this great | 


ing, at the same time, asinking fund which should, | 


And I would surrender the public , 


But, Mr. President, | have been overruled in 
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| nearer toourown systems and views. The only 
alternative, therefore, were either one less accept- 
able to those with whom I suppose myself to be 
acting, or no bill for a Pacific railroad at all. If 
any one inquire why I submitted to be overruled, 
I answer, it was because I think that it is time for 
deliberation to end, and for action to begin. In 

, other words, [ am in earnest in desiring to see a 
Pacific railroad built. 

If I have not made myself clear in regard to 
this impossibility of fixing a route in debate here, 
I think I shall be able to do so by a single further 
remark. The Congress of the United States con- 
tains representatives who may be distributed in 
several classes: first, those who would vote for a 
Pacific railroad, if it should go in a route suffi- 
ciently near to the States and districts which they 
represent, and would probably vote against any 
Pacific railroad on any other conditions; a second 
class, who would vote for a railroad if it was not 
earried upon a route entirely distant and remote 
from the States which they represented; and a 
third class, who will not vote for a railroad at all 
anywhere, to be made in any way, and under any 
circumstances. Since we concluded in the com- 
mittee that no one route could be determined on 
in debate, it only remained to find some plan for 
the selection of a route independently of our own 
direct action. 

The proposition which was adopted provides 
that the President of the United States shall be 
furnished with means to contract virtually for the 
building of a Pacific railroad, starting at a point 
on the western line of the organized States of the 
Unioa, that is the Missouri river, the western 
border of the State of Missouri, at some point be- 
tween the Big Sioux and the Kansas rivers, and 
thence to proceed to San Francisco, in the State of 
California, by the most eligible route, regard being 
had to feasibility, shortness,and economy. Itis 
possible that the confidence thus to be reposed in 
the Executive might be abused; but there isa 
guarantee for his trust being executed wisely and 
justly, in the fact that the bill provides an appeal 
to the interests of capitalists to ascertain the most 
eligible route, reference being had to feasibility, 
shortness,and economy. ‘The western terminus 
of the road must.at all events, and immediately, 
be at San Francisco; not that it will be the only 
| terminus of all the Pacific railroads which shall 
be hereafter built; not that it is in our power to 
| bind up fate and compel the population throughout 
the whole extent of the Pacific coast to pay tribute 
forever to San Francisco, but that San Francisco 
occupies, at this time, the position of the center 
of commerce on the Pacific coast of this continent, 
and that civilization is further advanced and more 
completed and perfected in the State of Califor- 
nia, and in that portion of it which communicates 
with San Francisco, than it isin any region north 
or south of that coast. A railroad to the Pacific 
ocean would be practically incomplete which 
should traverse the continent and stop at San 
Diego on the south, or at Guaymas, on the Gulf 
of California, or at Puget Sound. Although it 
may be practically wise to build the road to Van- 
| couver’s Island, or to Puget Sound, still, when 
it has been brought there, commerce, trade, busi- 
ness, and the interests of the Government, would 
require it to be continued to San Francisco. There- 
fore, a majority of the committee supposed it was 
safe and proper to require that the road should be 
built to that point. What remained, then, was to 
approximate to a terminus on the western border 
of the Atlantic States; and leaving the margin of 
a short distance of three hundred miles between 
the Kansas and Big Sioux rivers, we thought a 
point might be taken from which connections 
| might be made from Chicago, from St. Paul, from 
St. Louis, from Memphis, from New Orleans, 
and from ‘Texas. In this way, while it might be 
supposed that the interests of the trade, as already 
established, have determined one or several term- 
inations on the Atlantic coast—Portland, if you 
please, or Boston, or New York, or Philadelphia, 
or Charleston, or New Orleans, or all of them— 
the only question left was a practical one, namely: 
where, on the western borders of the existing At- 
lantic States, these several points could most nat- 
| urally and easily and conveniently be connected 
with the route across the continent which would 
be most eligible, because it was the most feasible, 
|| the shortest, and the one requiring the least ex- 


the most satisfactory one to all parties which can |! possible bill, but as that one which will come || pense. 
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Each Senator now raises a question whether 
the road, if starting ata point between the Big 
Sioux and the Kansas rivers, and sceking San 
Francisco, will go northerly enough, or whether 
it will go sufficiently far south, or whether it will 
take the central route, or the Albuquerque route. 
All that matter is left to be ascertained by the 
surest and best test, and that is the test of the 
skill and ecience and economy of the contractors 
who shall engage to build the road. What has 
already occurred here has been sufficient to show 
that iva it was possible that a majority of 
those who favor the construction of a railroad to 
the Pacific may not agree upon this system or 
plan of ascertaining where it shall be located, yet 
a majority cannot be gathered together to vote for 
the northern, or Governor Stevens’s route, be- 
cause everybody south of that route would be in- 
clined to vote against it. So,if you take a central 
route, those on the north and those on the south 
may be expected to combine to vote against it; 
and if you take the Texas route, there would be a 
strong opposition on the part of all those who 
think that its effect would be to carry the emigra- 
tion of the country and the progress of civilization 
further south than is consistent with the interests 
of the States which they represent. I make these 
allusions not for the purpose of showing that the 
details which this bill siuete are the best, but for 
the purpose of showing that they are the best 
upon which | suppose a majority of Congress can 
be brought to agree. 

Mr. President, we are met on this occasion, as 
we always have been, with the argument that the 
construction of a Pacific railroad is impossible. 
That objection has been raised here annually for 
eight years, and so often as the subject of a Pacific | 
railroad has been renewed; but it comes now in 
a modified form. Now, itis said that it is impos- 
sible to make the road within any reasonable limits 
of expense, and within any reasonable and con- 
venient period of ume. It has been already dem- 
onstrated, by actual surveys, that this road can 
be made at an expense varying from $95,000,000 
to $125,000,000, on any one of, | think, five several 
routes; and that, if the requisite energy shall be 
exercised, it can be built within a period of ten 
or fifteen years. 

But it is said the road will cost a hundred or 
more millions, and will be worthless when it is 
made; because it will not be self-sustaining—thatit | 
will be a burden upon the Treasury of $10,000,000 | 
a year. 
gainsay these specifications of the old objection of | 
impracticability as now modified. I grant you, | 
sir, that railroads cannot be made anywhere with- | 
out great cost, and especially if they are made 
through mountain passes and over sterile plains, 
in aregion absolutely uninhabited, or inhabited 
only by savages. | grant, moreover, that railroads 
do not often pay dividends, and seldom or never 
pay dividends when they are constructed through 
a region in which society has yet to be called into 
existence. I admit the truth of these objections 
when stated with any moderate limitations; but 
this admission does not at all settle the question 
ofeconomy. We have fallen into the habit of re- 
garding that road alone as feasible which could be | 
made by commerce, and sustained by commerce, 
because that has been our experience, and the ex- 
verience of older nations. A road is undertaken || 
in Russia, in Germany, in France, in England, in || 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Virginia, Geor- | 
gia, Tennessee, everywhere in settled and civil- || 
ized States, for commercial purposes only, or || 
chiefly. It is undertaken upon the ground that || 
the profits of traffic upon it will pay for its con- 
struction, and its management. It is a very wise 
policy onthe part of the Government of the Uni- || 
ted States to employ for postal and military pur- 
poses, roads in those States which are made by 
commerce, and for commercial uses. But it by no 
means follows, and itis a great error to infer that 
commerce will make and sustain railroads every- | 
where, adapted to the purposes of the Govern- || 
ment, or that the Governmentof the United States 
has no need for a railroad across the continent, 
because commerce will not make, and will not 1 
sustain it when made. | 

The error, Mr. President, lies in supposing || 
that the road is to be built exclusively or chiefly || 
for commercial purposes, and that the test of its | 
expediency is an exigency of commerce. This road | 
for the present, perhaps for a long future, is to || 


| solidating the Union between those States and the 


| incidental. 


| road, there would have been a more rapid increase | 


It does not lie in my way to dispute or || 


| rope to this country; but the emigrant from the 


which it will be fortunate for him if he is able to | 


replace by the labor of many years after his ar- 
| rival there. 


| of the display ef the Government in those regions 


| ibility of establishing and maintaining civiliza- | 
|| tion and government across the Rocky Mount- 


_ between their summits. 
| fact, has never been able fora moment to getaway 
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be chiefly a political road, a road which will have 
three purposes: the first, the conveyance of the 
mails of the United States, thus making it a pos- 
tal road; second, the conveyance of the armies 
and the military and naval stores of the United 
States to the interior of the continent, and across 
the continent to the Pacific States; third, the in- 
troduction and establishment of society in the re- 
cesses of the continent. Independent of the great 
central, desolate, dreary region which intervenes 
between us and the Pacific coast, we have al- 


ready exploded the ancient theory that the mails | 


of the United States can be maintained by com- 
merce alone; we are actually maintaining postal 
communication as a political necessity over east- 
ern portions of the United States, and upon the 
Atlantic and the Pacific oceans, at a cost greatly 
exceeding the revenues derived from the postal 
service itself. A postal railroad across the con- 
tinent, within our own dominion, would stand on 
the same footing with our present overland wagon 
road, or our steamship lines between New York 
and San Francisco. But this is a very small ele- 
ment in the question. Other great elements are 
the maintaining of peace, and order, and author- | 
ity over the savage tribes in the interior of this | 
continent; and, if need be, which God forfend, | 
hereafter the maintenance of authority and of | 
peace and of law in Territories organized within | 
that region; and still further the protection of the | 
American communities which are growing up on 


} 


| the Pacific coast from the Gulf of California to | 


the boundary of British Oregon, the security of | 
those communities against danger in such foreign 
wars as our whole political system contemplates | 
as possible; and lastly, there 1s the object of con- | 
Atlantic States. 

These are political objects, and it is seen at once 
that the commercial uses of the road are entirely | 
For one, Mr. President, I believe | 
that if there had been a Pacific railroad there | 
would have been none of those recent disturb- | 

| 
| 


, ances and alarms in Utah, which have cost us so 


many millions; there would have been none of | 


those expensive and distracting incursions of the || 


Indian tribes on our infant settlements in Oregon | 
and Washington. If there had been a Pacific rail- 


of the population and strength and wealth and 
vigor of the new States upon the Pacific coast— | 
California and Oregon. The emigrant goes for a | 
song from the Atlantic States to the borders of civi- | 
lization beyond the Mississippi. Fifteen, twenty, 
or fifty dollars, pays the expense of the emigrant 
from Boston unto what we are yet accustomed to 
call the Far West, and a sum not greater than 
that, pays the expense of the emigrant from Eu- 


Atlantic coast, or from any of the internal Atlan- | 
tic States, or from Europe, lays out a small es- 
tate in reaching the settlements on the Pacific, 


If, Mr. President, it be said that there is no need 


until society shall have been organized there, and | 
shall have developed commerce, which will fur- | 
nish and maintain the desired communications, | 
then I answer that that is a question which was | 
foreclosed ten years ago. It was settled and de- | 
termined when the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo | 
was executed. The United States then, solemnly 
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about M. Belly’s interoceanic ship canal? Wha, 
are all these together but the betrayal of the con- 
viction of the United States of the necessity of 
having routes across this continent by which to 
| maintain order and government within our unor. 
| ganized territories, and to secure the safety and 
|| prosperity of our new States on the Pacific? 
| For one, sir, I believe that society will never be 
| permanently organized and maintained in peace 
| in the interior of the continent; I believe that ay. 


i 
| 


thority will not be maintained there successfully; 
and I believe even that union will not be perfected 
|| between the East and the West, until we shal] 
| have completed this bond of connection, this great 
|| instrument of political discipline, if you please go 
| to call it, which it ought to have been the first 


|| task of the Government of the United States to 


| provide on the organization of society in Calj- 
| fornia under our Constitution. So believing, the 
| question of $50,000,000, or $100,000 ,000 expense, 
| or of $10,000,000 a year in maintaining the system, 


|| sinks into insignificance. Itis necessary; and since 


| it is necessary, there is an end of the argument. 
| It stands, I repeat, upon the same footing as your 
| postal system; precisely upon the same foundation 
_as your Navy and your Army; and if you are 
| to dispense with either, if you are to cut down the 
expenses of either, my sober judgment is that re- 
| trenchment should lay its hands upon the armed 
| forces and the naval establishment of the United 
| States, while a liberal and fostering hand should 
be extended to the commencement and prosecu- 
| tion of this great enterprise. 


| Mr. President, I do not know how long we can 


go on floundering in the way we have done for 
the last eight years, disputing with the Republic 
of New Granada to-day, disputing to-morrow 
| with the Republic of Nicaragua, unable to repress 
| incursions of ourown citizens upon Central Amer- 
ica, in danger perpetually of conflict with France 
_and England for the want of this great improve- 
ment; but I am sure of one thing: that, loyal as 
the people of the Pacific coast are, that loyalty 
has its limits, and it is founded in reason, and 
not in blind partiality or affection. This com- 
munity, so distant from us, so separated from us, 
growing up by itself in a state of isolation on the 
| Pacific coast, and as near to-day to the great 
communities of western Europe and to Asia, 
practically, as it is to us, cannot be retained in 
eee gn connection with us by a mere written 
ond, a contract in writing; but it must be main- 
tained by the exercise of the spirit of the Union, 
which is equality—equality between the States; 
equality between the communities constituting 
the States; that political equality which, making 
due allowances for physical barriers that cannot 
be surmounted, yields and affords to agriculture, 
to mining, to manufactures, and to commerce, 
throughout every part of this great empire, equal 
facilines and advantages. Every Senator can 
answer for himself whether the Pacific coast en- 
joys this equality of privileges and advantages 
consistently with the obligations of the Govern- 
ment so long as it is kept separated and isolated. 
Let us not deceive ourselves. There is no des- 
tiny that secures, and will, in despite of our own 
errors, vices, or crimes, perpetuate this inestima- 
ble Union. On the other hand, the fates are 
always assiduously engaged in weaving an inevi- 
table web for thoughtless and improvident States. 
Ambition, Mr. President, is not exclusively a 
plant of eastern growth. It springs up and is as 
vigorous on the Pacific as upon the Atlantic; and 





undertook and committed itself to its own peo- || our Pacific States will, if they are not allowed to 
ple, and to the world, to discharge the respons- || connect themselves directly and intimately with 


the eastern States, do just exactly what the older 
Atlantic States did. They will colonize the Pa- 


ains, and the snowy mountains, and the deep || cific coast of the continent and set up for them- 


ravines, and the sterile plains, which intervene | 
This Government, in 


selves. It is only a question of time, if there be 
no change of policy. They can be no more loyal 
to us and entertain no more affection for us than 


from the sense and conviction and pressure of || our forefathers cherished towards the country 


that obligation. What are all our experiences of 
treaties with Great Britain and with the Central 
American States for the route across the Isthmus 
of Panama, for the route across Ni a, for 
the route through Honduras, to say nothing of | 
our ——— a ship canal across the Isthmus of | 
Darien? hat have all these negotiations meant? 

What mean all the conflicts and embarrassments 

which attend them, and which are perpetually in- 

creasing? What means our controversy about | 
the fillibuster system, about the Monroe doctrine, 





from which they emigrated to this continent. 
Then, I think, the Pacific railroad involves this 
question: whether this capital, endeared to us by 
so many attractions and exciting so much hope 
and pride and promise, shall, by the improve- 
ment of facilities for intercourse, commerce, and 
communication between us and the Pacific coast, 
remain the capital of the whole United States of 
America; or whether it shall dwarf and sink, and 
become the capital of the United States of Atlan- 
tic America only; and Mexico, invested as it 1s 
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with so many ancient and heroic traditions al- | 
ready, shall become a rival capital—the capital of | 
the Pacific States of America. 
Mr. President, I shall not willingly lose my | 
way in debates about the constitutional power of | 
the Government of the United States to construct 


8. . 








this road. For myself, l understand the Consti- | 
tution of the United States to have been made ‘‘to 
establish justice, to maintain domestic tranquillity, 
and to secure the blessing of liberty to ourselves | 
and to our posterity.’’ Believing, as I do, that | 
justice cannot be maintained, tranquillity pre- 
served, or the blessings of liberty secured under the 
Constitution to this whole American people, di- 
vided as it is into two communities, isolated and 
separated from each other, lamin no frame of 
mind to indulge in that sharp political criticism 


which seeks to render the Constitution of the Uni- | 


ted States, and the Union which it constitutes, a 
powerless, spiritless, lifeless thing. Since itis ne- 


cessary for peace, since it is necessary for order, | 
for safety, for liberty, and for union, I can, with- | 
out scrutinizing the provisions of the Constitution | 


closely, find in it —— ground for my support of 
this great measure. 


ut all willagree that in cases | 


of immediate danger, or in case of such remote | 


danger as exacts precaution, it is allowed by the 
Constitution of the United States to Congress to 
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Now®ir, I am not to say, for the first time 


| here, that if there is a choice, I am for securing 


a peaceful direction of the activity of the nation. | 
Peaceful activity is safer; itis cheaper; itis surer; 
it saves all the elements of national strength and 
national power, and increases them. War is deso- 
lating; and even the best advantages which it 
confers are obtained at the cost of the distraction 
of large and precious energies of the human race. 
Besides, history teaches us nothing if it does not 
teach us that a chronic national passion for war | 
is incompatible with the maintenance of our free 
republican institutions. If 1 were asked why it 


| is that the British race here is republican and yet 


make post roads in the Territories of the United | 


States, and military roads within the same Terri- 
tories. ‘That concession is all that this occasion 
demands. 

Mr. President, | hope I may be excused for 
appealing to the Senate of the United States to 
remember that we are now a people of thirty mil- 
lions, and that we are increasing at the rate of a 
million a year—nota million of slaves,or drones, 
or a million of subjects of ignorant and besotted 
castes, buta million, practically, of free, vigorous, 
enlightened, intelligent, emulous, ambitious men. 
Sir, activity is the law of a community so strong, 
vigorous, and prosperous. I mean activity beyond 
the mere daily occupation in domestic trades and 
professions, in mining and in agriculture, and in 
manufactures and commerce—an activity which 
constitutes the exterior life, if | may so call it, of 
a State, and which forces it on some career of 
improvement or aggrandizement; that political 
activity which, carrying one nation forward after 


another, or many along together, constitutes what 


we recognize as the world’s progress, or the ad- 
vance of civilization. Political activity is a law 
of nations. Of all the enlightened States which 
have existed in modern or in ancient times, there 
has been no one which has failed to obey this 
law. What was the colonization of the United 
States but the exercise of this activity by the 
British nation; what the colonization of the prov- 
inces lying to our north, including the western 
bank of the Mississippi, by France? Sir, Great 
sritain, within the last two hundred years, has, 
in obedience to this law of political activity, ex- 


tended her empire in vast circles around the globe. | 


France, in obedience to the same law, has dis- 
turbed and conyulsed the nations of the earth for 
two hundred years, and made her language the 
conventional language of the world. In obedience 
to the same law, Spain, lethargic as she was, 
discovered the one half of the globe; and Portugal, 
even less developed, as she was at the beginning 
of the fifteenth century, as a civilized State, res- 
cued from oblivion the other half. History is 
only a record of this political activity of nations. 
How can this national activity of the American 
eople be repressed, if it be wise to repress it? 


t never has been repressed. On the contrary, it | 


has always had free scope. Our rescue of the do- 
minion over so much of the continent from Spain, 
France, and England, as we now enjoy, has-been 
only the exercise of that activity. We have res- 
cued enough for present uses, and for improve- 
ment for a considerable period in the future. 
What is to be done? This activity will not be 
repressed. Letme say now, that it will henceforth 
manifest itself either in a pacific form, in the form 
of peaceful enterprise, or ina martial form. One 
form or the other it must necessarily assume. It 
is for us to determine whether it shall be a pacific 
form ora military one. if any think that it can 
be repressed or conjured into peace by words, 
what they see going on in Central America and in 
Sonora and Chihuahua, ought to satisfy them 
that Young America is not to be held in a state of 
rest by fastening green withes upon his limbs. 


|| to bring together, if possible, the friends and sup- 


is monarchical in Europe, I should answer, it is | 
because there it affects war; here it cherishes | 
peace. 
If we are to have a peaceful exercise of the na- | 
tional activity, it must be confined athome. War | 
necessarily attends it or results ffom its labors 
when it passes our own boundaries. It is sub- | 
ject to the popular sympathies and affections | 
when exercised at home. What other domestic | 
ambition have we? what other employment? | 
What other field is there at home for the exercise 
of our activity but the improvement of the re- | 
sources of wealth, of strength, and of power, | 
which lie in the great regions which we have lately 
added to our empire? The Pacific railroad will | 
give peaceful employment to this activity for a }| 
considerable period; perhaps, sir, throughout | 
your life as well as mine. It will be within our || 
own borders; it will be altogether subject to our || 
own laws; it will bring us into collision with no || 
foreign State. You may safely build this rail- || 
road ata cost of $100,000,000, and employ one | 
hundred thousand men a year in the construction | 
of it, and have peace with all nations; but, sir, | 
you cannot send a steamship on a voyage from 
New York to San Juan without incurring some | 
risk of foreign war. 
Mr. President, if we are to secure the exercise 


enterprise like this of the Pacific road, it devolves 
/upon Congress to directit. Itisa political enter- | 
prise, and must be controlled, directed, and sus- | 
| tained by some power. It is incapable of self- 
direction. Individuals cannot direct it; commerce 
will not do it; the States have become sedentary 
forces; andthe Federal Government, the common 
Government of all the States, which alone is re- | 
sponsible for this great work, and alone possesses 
| the power and can control the means, must secure 
| to the public activity the needful direction to | 
attain that end. 
| My words are intended, Mr. President, rather 


porters of this measure, than to meet the objec- 
tions which are made against its details. I have 
| only one other thought to express. Every Senator 
| may naturally desire, that when he shall retire 
from public life, he shall leave behind him some 
monument of his patriotism, of his wisdom, and 
of his devotion to the interests of his country and | 
to civilization. I can conceive of no monument | 
which would be at once so imposing and so lasting 
as a single vote cast in favor of this great enter- 
prise, ne the enterprise of our country 
and of our age. It was pleasant to me the other 
day to see that when we came upon questions 
of political relations towards those very distant | 


mony, and agreement, in the Senate of the Uni- 
| ted States. It seems to me now that this great tract | 
| of unoccupied lands, waste, desolate, stretching 
away between us and the Pacific coast, is so dis- 


so separated from us all, so isolated, so new and 
strange to us all, that we can meet there as ina 





} 


|| us, and improve it for the common benefit of our 


On motion of Mr. LVERSON, the Senate pro- | 


common field, leaving all our contentions behind 


| posterity, and for the welfare and happiness of 
/ the human race. Whoever shall come into that 
| field in that spirit, will entitle himself to the praise 
which the Roman historian gave to the statesman 
| whom he loved and honored aboveall others: ‘* he 


| effective.’’ 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 





ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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of this activity peaceably and at home, and inan || sent, from the Committee of 


countries, China and Japan, there were peace, har- || 


| tant from the North, so distant from the South, || 


was moderate in acting for himself; but, when || 
acting for the Commonwealth, was dignified and || 


—_ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV 3S. 
Tvuespay, December 21, 1858. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. R R. Gvuruey. 
The Journal of yesterd&y was read and approved. 


TERRITORIES OF THRE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. KELLOGG. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instructed 
to report to this House a bill that shall embrace all the or- 
ganized Territories of the United States, providing for the 
election by the people of all territorial officers now ap 
pointed bythe President. Also providing for the donation of 
one hundred and sixty acres of Government land to every 
actual settler thereon, within any of said Territories, under 
such regulations and restrictions as shall secure an actual 
and bona fide occupation, and permanent improvement 
thereof; the title thereof to be transferred to said occupant 
at such time and on such conditions as the committee may 
deem advisable to secure the permanent settlement and im- 
provement of said lands ; and that no person shall be enti- 
tled to receive from the Government more than one dona- 
tion of land under the provisions of said bill. Also providing 
that the inhabitants of each of said Territories shall provide 
for and pay the current expenses of such territorial gov- 
ernment. And also providing that the inhabitants of said 
Territaries shall remain in a territorial form of government 
until the inhabitants of a Territory shall be equal to the num- 
ber required for one Representative under the ratio of con- 
gressional representation. And that the people of any of 
said ‘Territories, who may desire to establish a State gov- 
ernment, having the requisite number of inhabitants, and 
having formed a constitution for such State government, 
shall cause the same to be submitted to a fair vote of the 
legal voters of such Territory for approval or rejection. 


Mr. MILLSON. 
olution. 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
pension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER. Not to-day. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Well, sir, I shall move to 
suspend the rules to enable me to offer that res- 
olution, whenever it is in order for me to do so. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, by unanimous con- 

ays and Means, 
reported the following bills; which were severally 
read afirstand second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on-the state of the Union, 
and, with the accompanying documents, ordered 
to be printed: 

A bill making appropriations for the consular 

| and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending 30th June, 1860; and 

| A billmaking appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1860. 


ORGANIZATION OF DACOTAH,. 
Mr. CAVANAUGH, by unanimous consent, 


and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced 





Prayer 


I utterly object to that res- 


Is it in order to move a sus- 


|| a bill for the organization of Dacotah, and for 


other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Dickis, their Secretary, informing the House 
| that the Senate had passed a bill authorizing the 
| President to make an advance of money to Hiram 
| Powers; in which he was instructed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a resolution 
| requesting the House to return to the Senate a bill 
(H. R. No. 365) giving a pension to Jeremiah 
Wright. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire to sub- 
| mit a proposition which will enable us to dispose 
of all those matters. I propose that half an hour 
| be set apart for the introduction of bills for refer- 
| ence only. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Say one hour. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I think that in 
| half an hour all those gentlemen who have bills 
which they desire to introduce for reference only 
ean have an opportunity of doing so. 

| [Cries of Noi? « No!” 

Mr. BARKSDALE. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill merely for 
the purpose of reference. 

r. SMITH, of Illinois. 1 wish to say that I 
| do not want to object to the introduction of any 
| measure offered by any gentleman upon this floor; 
| but I wish to introduce some propositions my- 





|| self, and | want the House to pass a general res- 


' olution setting apart some time when gentlemen 
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who have business which the y wish to prese nt 
shall have an opportunity of doing so. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Will the gentleman al- 
low me one moment? 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. ¥am willing to yield the 
floor for a motion such as the gentleman suggests, 
that half an hour or an hour be set apart for this 
purpose. 

Several Memners. Say one hour. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Very well; say one hour. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I send to the Chair 
a resolution which I have drawn up, and which I 
desire to have read for information. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the States and Territories be called for 
the introduction of resolutions and bills of which notice 


has been given, and which donot give rise to debate, on to- 
morrow, to be continued until all have been called. 


Several Memuens. Say to-day, and not to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. SMITH, of [linois. I will modify the res- 
olution so as to make it read to-day. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I must object to 
the resolution, unless the gentleman will modify 
it by striking out the words *‘ of which notice has 
been given. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not wish to object to 
anybody’s bill; butas soon as the gentleman from 
Mississippi is through, I desire to call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. As the resolution of the 
gentleman from Illinois is objected to, Lask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
bill, and L will state that it is important that it 
should be referred. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Ido not wish to object to 
any one’s bill, but I must object to this suspen- 
sion of the rules for everything. Let us adhere 
to the rules, and all take our chances, and then 
there can be no complaint. 


OLD SOLDIERS’ PENSION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Hlinois. 
and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 97, noes 49. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hopkins 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being the bill granting pensions 
to the officers and soldiers who served in the war 
with Great Britain of 1812, and in Indian wars 
during that period, 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending 
question was on the amendment to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Unperwoop,] to insert, in line twelve of the first 
section, the following: 


I call for the yeas 


Orin the war under the command of General Anthony 
Wayne against the Indians, in the years 1793 and 1794, 
commonly called ** Wayne's war.”’ 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 7 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I move to amend 
in the fifth line of the first section by adding, after 
word ** militia,’’ the words ** of the States and 
Territories.”’ 

I have offered this amendment for the purpose 
of including in this bill a class of soldiers who 
fought in the war of 1812, in the then Territory 
of Missouri. When Missouri was first acquired 
from France, as gentlemen know, it formed a part 
of the Louisiana purchase. In 1809, I believe it 
was, a separate organization was formed, and the 
Territory of Missouri was constituted. A militia 
was then formed, which was augmented and in- 
creased under the auspices and leadership of 
Daniel Boone, Cooper, and others of the pioneers 
of the Far West. When the war broke out in 
1512, these men, some two or three hundred in 
number, with their families, were located two or 
three hundred miles away from the settlements, 4 
and were consequently compelled to retire to the 
forts to protect themselves. They fought many 
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_ upon the original ae 


quered these savages, acquired their cou@try, and 
placed us in peace able possession of the ae 
which now forms the State of Missouri. I thin 
they form a very meritorious class, and are en- 
titled to be placed upon the pension rolls. 

These soldiers, sir, were meritorious in another 
point of view. ‘They were emphatically volun- 
teers. They went, without being called out by 


the Government, under the leadership of the brave | 


Boohe and Cooper, cotemporaries of the Revolu- 


tion. They maintained themselves; they received | 


no pay; they have received no bounty; they fur- 
nished their own ammunition; they killed more 
Indians and won more territory than the same 
number of men in any other portion of the coun- 
try. Is it not right that these men should receive 
a pension? They were good men, they were brave 
men, they were noble men, they were patriotic 
men, they were self-sacrificing men; they were 
not learned men; they were not men who found 


their places in the Halls of Congress or in the | 


presidential chair Of the nation. Sir, their first 
sacrifice was upon the altar of their country; they 
conquered that region which now forms the State 
of Missouri, and then presented the land to the 
United States, which has been sold, and thou- 
sands and millions of dollars have come into the 
Treasury and gone to the support of the Govern- 
ment from such sales; and now we ask that these 
old men, in the decline of their years—many of 
whom have become decrepit, many of whom are 


poor—shall receive this pittance at the hands of | 
the Government which they have served volun- | 


tarily and at such great sacrifice. 
this House to know if their claim is not just, and 
if they ought not to be incorporated in this bill ? 
And | appeal further to this House; are gentle- 
men prepared to say that the few remaining sol- 


I appeal to | 


diers of the war of 1812, most of them volunteers | 


from the States and Territories, shall be deprived 
of the little pittance which this bill proposes to 
give them? The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Nicn- 
oLs] says that some of them are rich. The gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Kerrr,] yes- 


terday, said these old soldiers would be disgraced | 


by coming to this great alms-house which would 
be created by the passage of this bill. 


themselves, I regard such arguments as an insult 
to this country and to the soldiers of the war of 
1812. The genteman from Ohio, however, was 


| unfortunate in his statement; for, while he said | 


that many of these old soldiers for whom he, as 


a lawyer, applied for bounty land, were worth | 


from twenty-five to thirty thousand dollars, yet 
he said that many of them had pawned their war- 


Sir, with- | 
out intending to be disrespectful to the gentlemen | 


rants for money before they were even located. | 
Now, sir, why were the warrants pawned if it | 


was not that they were poor men, and were com- 
pelled to go into the market to sell their warrants 
for the little pittance which they received ? 

Mr. Chairman, I am astonished to hear the 
condition of the Treasury urged against the pas- 
sage of this bill. Ithink if the executive officers 
of the Government had spent as much time in 


furnishing us statistics of the expense of your | 


coast survey, of your ocean mail steamers, of the 
extension of your Capitol, and the thousand other 
extravagant expenditures of the Government, they 


would have been betteremployed, and they Would | 
have furnished a much more acceptable service to | 


the country, than in furnishing statistics to cut 
out the old soldiers and pioneers who have con- 
quered a country that has extended your empire 
from ocean to ocean. 

{tere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ATKINS. I cannot concur in the amend- 
ment of my friend from Missouri, [Mr. Crark.] 
I regret the action of the committee in loading 


down this bill with amendments. I will not ques- 
tion the motives of honorable gentlemen. had | 


hoped that the sense of the House would be tested 
In my judgment, 
it should be restricte 
diers who were engaged in actual service in the 
last war with Great Britain. 

Besides being requested by the Legislature of 
my State, | could not do Jess than support this 
bill, representing as I do, in part, the chivalrous 


people of Tennessee—the land of Jackson, and 


Carroll, and Coffee, and others, whose martial 


batiles, and endured many hardships, sacrifices, | deeds have shed such a luster upon the escutcheon 


and privations, At the least, two thirds of their 


of our common country. I feel, sir, that I owe 


numbers were killed by the savages. They con- |i it to the memory of the honored dead, as well as 


in its provisions to the sol- | 
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to the rights and necessities of the gallant living. 


December 2]. 


enantiomers oon Siam 





In restricting myself tothe bill I have indicated 
I would not be understood as detracting in the 
least from the well-earned fame of any of our 
countrymen, who have participated in any of the 
wars that haye occurred since 1815—the Semi- 
nole, Creek, or Mexican wars. They have ajj 
acted bravely and patriotically, and deserve the 
gratitude of their country. When timeshall haye 
bowed their manly forms, and whitened their 
locks with the frosts of sixty or seventy winters 
as it has all the soldiers of the war of 18]2—to say 


_ nothing of the thousands whom old age has borne 
| long since to the tomb—I doubt not the Repre. 
| sentatives of the people will be far more prompt 


to remember their services, and to throw the fos. 
tering arm of the Government around them, and 


| shield and protect them from want, as they shield. 





ed and protected the nation’s honor from the 
insults of an arrogant foe, and the hearthstoneg 
of innocence from the indecent outrages of a licen- 
tious soldiery. 

Sir, we have been asked by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Coss,] in the course of this de- 
bate, why discriminate between the soldiers of 
the war of 1812 and those of the Mexican war? 
I have shown why. But I will not rest the ques. 
tion there. I will appeal to the gallant spirits who 


; ie . . 
| participated in that sanguinary struggle; whose 


deeds of valor have decked their own and their 
country’s brow with a coronet of unfading glory, 
some of whom their grateful and admiring coun- 
trymen have delegated as their Representatives 
upon this floor and the floor of the American Sen- 
ate, Will you say that the cases are similar? Do 
you feel that there is the same justice and neces- 
sity to afford you this relief, that there is to the 
surviving veterans of the second war of independ- 
ence? From the nobleness of your hearts comes 
up the patriotic but just response, No! Youare 
in the meridian of life, while all of them are old; 
the sun of the hopes of many of you has barely 
reached its culmination, and is pouring its noon- 
tide splendor upon your pathway; while, with 
them, the sun of life is nearly set, and its dim and 
slanting shadows falling before their feeble foot- 
steps, too plainly warns them of the near approach 
of the dreary nightof death. Very many of them 
are standing with one foot in the grave, and the 
other upon its brink, poor, penniless, and depend- 
ant upon the gratitude and beneficence of kind 
friends and relatives; while others, perhaps, may 
not be so fortunate, but may depend upon the 
cold charity of a pitiless and mercenary world. 
Sir, when the soldiers of the Mexican war, or of 
any other war, shall have lived near half a cen- 
tury from the date of their service, as have those 
who we propose to be beneficiaries by this bill, 
and their necessities incident to age, decrepitude, 
and indigence, shall be manifest like these; then 
will Congress, I doubt not, be ready to do them 
justice. 

Gentlemen talk about this bill as a bounty, asa 
gift. Wedonotcome as supplicants to this House. 
We do not ask it as a bounty; we demand itas 
a debt due to those brave old men for their he- 
roic services. Will any gentleman say that the 
debt has been discharged? Haseight dollars per 
month, and one hundred and sixty acres of wild 
land, compensated them forthe labors of the camp, 
the toils of the march, and the dangers of the 
field ? Do you count as nothing the sacrifices they 
made, the uoving home with the thousand charms 
that cluster around it; the parting from wife, chil- 
dren, friends, all, to brave the bloody horrors of 
the battle-field? Sir, it was not money; a higher 
and a nobler sentiment controlled their action and 
animated their hearts—their love of country. And 
as patriotism made them shoulder their muskets 
and rally to their country’s defense, hot counting 
the cost, why cannot the same magnanimous, lib- 
eral, and patriotic spirit prompt us to rush to the 
relief of their necessities, apd drive back the de- 
mon want from their door? There are but few 
of them left, and every year makes the number 
less. All of them were ready to make a free of- 
fering of their life upon the altar of their coun- 
try’s honor. Thousands fell, and their funeral 
dirge is now chanted as a pean to the nations 

lory; and shall their surviving comrades be less 
itanena? Shall they linger out in obscurity and 
poverty the evening of a life, the morning of which 
was illustrated by deeds of such noble daring? 

Will not the country awake to a high sense 
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